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Interview  conducted  by  Adrianna  Alty 


wonder  what  would  happen  If,  say,  some  lesbian  really  checked  out 
for  lunch.  You  know,  like  say  her  brain  just  totally  shit  the  bed  one  day, 
and  she  starts  believing  everything  she  sees  on  TV.  So,  like  while  she’s 
going  about  her  daily  queer  routine,  all  this  TV  crap  is  seeping  in  and 
she’s  getting  psychotic,  and  like  she  needs  therapy  really  bad,  but  she 
doesn’t  know  it?  I  bet  her  boundaries  would  be  really  fuzzy.  I  bet  she’d 
be  lots  of  fun  to  be  around.  I’ll  bet  she’d  be  a  real  hothead  paisan.”  So  the  first  issue  of 
Diane  DIMassa’s  comic  book,  Hothead  Paisan:  Homicidal  Lesbian  Terrorist ,  begins. 

Toward  the  end  of  October,  I  called  Diane  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  where  she  makes 
her  home  with  her  “partner,  publisher,  publicist  and  sounding  board”  Stacey  Sheehan 
and  her  now  famous  cat,  Chicken.  I  had  read  issues  number  one  and  two,  three  was  out 
and  four  was  going  to  press  through  their  own  Giant  Ass  Publishing  company.  Here  we 
are  four  months  later  and  an  entire  year  of  this  quarterly  comic  is  out  on  the  stands. 
Hothead  Paisan  is  “not  for  the  weak,”  but  if  you’re  someone  who  believes  that  you  can 
be  angry  and  funny  at  the  same  time,  you  should  definitely  try  to  make  up  for  lost  time. 

Hothead  Paisan,  as  her  name  Itself  implies,  exists  in  a  perpetually  excited,  seri¬ 
ously  enraged  state.  As  we  follow  Hothead  throught  the  pages  of  her  little  ’zine,  it’s 
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Community  Voices 


GCN  JOBS 

Advertising  Coordinator 

Available  in  May  Obtain  diplay  and  classified 
ads  and  develop  strategies  for  increasing 
advertising  sales  Manage  aacounts.  prepare 
ad  rates  and  sales  materials  Work  with  Art 
Director  on  advertising  design  and  placement 

Qualifications:  Strong  organizational  com¬ 
munications  record-keeping  skills  Previous 
sales  marketing,  and  finance  experience 
helpful  Familiarity  with  PC  and  or  MAC 

Deadline  for  applicatiions:  March  20. 

1  992. 

GCN  Positions  All  GCN  positions  require 
commitments  to  lesbian  gay  liberation,  femi¬ 
nism  anti- racism,  an  awareness  of  class 
issues,  and  collective  decision-making 

Salary  Benefits  All  positions  pay  S230  week 
and  include  health  insurance  through  Harvard 
Community  Health  Plan,  dental  allowance 
sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid  vacation 
GCN  offers  staff  members  responsibility  for 
their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and  ample  room 
tor  innovation. 

Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter  to  GCN 
Job  Search  Committee  62  Berkeley  St 
Boston  M A  02116 

Call  for  Board  Members 

GCN  will  be  holding  Board  elections  in 
March,  with  seven  places  available.  The 
GCN  Board  is  involved  in  setting  policy,  finan¬ 
cial  management,  organizational  develop¬ 
ment  and  fundraising  for  the  Bromfield  Street 
Educational  Foundation,  publisher  of  Gay 
Community  News.  An  effort  is  made  to  have 
socioeconomic,  racial  and  cultural  diversity 
and  gender  parity.  The  board  meets  once  a 
month  and  many  board  members  also  serve 
on  a  GCN  committee.  This  is  a  working 
board  with  ample  opportunity  to  become 
involved  in  a  national  lesbian  and  gay  news¬ 
paper  which  stresses  feminism,  anti-rascist 
work  and  economic  justice.  All  interested 
persons  are  encouraged  to  submit  a  letter  of 
interest  by  Feb.  28  For  more  information 
call  Laura  Pierce  at  426-4469 


HIV  status — a  securi¬ 
ty  risk? 

Dear  GCN : 

I  am  presently  at  the  Oklahomoa  State 
Prison  and  it’s  a  maximum  security.  The  cute 
thing  is  I  have  zero  security  points,  no  active 
misconduct  reports,  and  I’m  doing  a  seven 
year  sentence  for  a  non-violent  offense.  So 
why  am  I  in  maximum  security?  I'm  HIV 
positive.  That’s  it. 

I  was  at  a  medium  security  until  I  was 
asked  to  smoke  some  pot  with  these  two  guys 
I  thought  to  be  friends.  They  had  been  drink¬ 
ing  and  decided  I  wasn’t  leaving  the  cell  until 
I  did  them  both  sexual  favors.  A  jack-off  ses¬ 
sion  was  finally  decided  upon  after  a  lot  of 
talking.  The  guard  opened  the  door  and  saw 
them  with  their  pants  down  and  the  shit  hit  the 
fan. 

My  unit  manager  says  she  told  me  many 
times  that  she  would  not  have  such  activities 
going  on  and  she  did — they  day  before  I  was 
locked  up. 

So  now  I  am  a  security  risk?  I  have  been 
locked  up  since  Feb.  1989  and  at  minimum 
security  and  medium  security  institutions.  The 
whole  time  with  no  sexual  misconducts  and 
no  problems  with  other  inmates  because  of 
keeping  HTV  discussion  at  a  minimum.  Now 
that  I  do  not  have  a  reason  to  shut  up  I  am  try¬ 
ing  to  blow  the  top  of  this  place. 

I'm  stuck  here  for  a  year  at  least.  I'm  con¬ 
sidered  community  unacceptable  so  I  can’t  go 
to  work  release  or  a  halfway  house,  so  I’ve 
been  turned  down  for  parole  (again)  and 
won't  go  up  again  until  Nov.  '93. 

I’m  not  allowed  to  work  here  so  I  can't  earn 
money.  My  mom  sends  me  $10  a  month  and 
recently  (thanks  to  your  paper)  I  have  made 
some  new  friends  and  have  received  a  few 
dollars  for  postage,  pictures,  etc.,  but  mainly  I 
have  received  friendship.  I  only  write  a  couple 
of  people  but  they  are  supportive  and  their  let¬ 
ters  help  me  escape  the  B.S.  surroundking  me 


at  the  moment.  And  believe  me,  B.S.  is  an 
Olklahoma  speciality. 

They  have  decided  that  HIV  positive  peo¬ 
ple  will  live  with  other  HTV  positive  people 
or  live  in  a  single-cell.  I  did  try  to  move  in 
with  a  cell-mate  who  is  negative  and  fully 
informed  on  my  medical  status  but  was  still 
refused.  Now  this  person  was  moved  in  prior 
to  this  with  an  HIV  positive,  overnight, 
while  his  cell  was  painted.  He  is  still  nega¬ 
tive  and  lives  across  from  me.  Even  with 
eight  feet  between  us  we  are  still  good 
freinds. 

I  would  not  wish  this  on  anybody  and  try 
to  inform  people  on  what  little  bit  I  don’t 
know  about  it  from  reading,  talking  and  first 
hand  experience.  But  I’m  still  a  security 
risk?  Olklahoma  madness! 

Sincerely, 
Victor  E.  Hartt 
O.S.P.  #98934 
PO  Box  97 
McAlester,  OK  74502-0097 

Pure  lesbian  sex 

Dear  GCN: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  letter  written  by 
Monica  Pearl,  New  York,  N.Y.  (GCN,  Dec. 
15-21,  1991)  “Lesbian  sexual  behavior  and 
AIDS.” 

I  am  ashamed  to  be  a  lesbian  if  it  is 
thought  that  all  lesbians  are  using  sex  toys, 
practicing  SM  and  going  down  on  women 
who  are  on  their  periods,  or  have  yeast  infec¬ 
tions  as  a  general  practice.  We  don’t  know 
about  the  women  in  New  York,  but  here  in 
Oklahoma,  most  of  us  have  morals  and 
observe  cleanliness  rules. 

Perversion  is  what  you’re  taking  about, 
and  if  you’re  perverted  enough  to  do  those 
things,  you  probably  have  sexual  intercourse 
with  men  also,  and  that  puts  you  in  a  hetero¬ 
sexual  category.  Pure  lesbian  sex  does  not 
transmit  AIDS.  Rape  is  forced  intercourse 
between  people  of  the  opposite  sex.  Having 
children  is  a  product  of  a  heterosexual  rela¬ 
tionship,  and  although  shooting  drugs  con¬ 
tributes  to  the  transmission  of  the  HTV  virus, 
it  has  nothing  to  do  with  sex,  heterosexual  or 
homosexual. 

Wake  up  and  smell  the  coffee,  baby! 

Seven  sisters  in  Oklahoma, 
Angie,  Ernie,  Julie,  Lila,  Rebecca,  Tessa 

and  Vanessa 
Enid,  Okla. 

The  process  is  far 
from  over 

Dear  GCN: 

It  was  with  much  anger,  hurt  and  surprise 
that  I  read  the  article  “’93  March  on  D.C. 
questioned”  GCN,  Dec.  15-21,  1991).  So 
much  so  that  I  orginally  wrote  a  four-page 
single-spaced  letter  to  refute  the  tone  and 
include  facts  that  I  felt  had  been  grossly  left 
out  or  overstated.  After  being  told  that  the 
letter  was  too  long,  and  finding  myself 
unable  to  bend  from  what  I  wrote  in  that  let¬ 
ter,  I  decided  to  pen  a  new  one. 

To  spell  out  each  point  with  which  I  take 
issue  would  require  a  letter  much  longer  than 
the  original  one  that  I  submitted;  I  will, 
therefore,  try  to  limit  myself  to  some  impor¬ 
tant  information  that  was  misstated  and  omit¬ 
ted  (I  encourage  readers  of  this  letter  to  see 
the  original  article  for  clarification  of  the 
points  that  I  shall  address). 

The  article  written  by  Dawn  Schmitz  is 
not  at  all  a  fair  accounting  of  attendees  feel¬ 
ings  and  hesitations  to  making  decisions  at 
the  December  7  meeting.  To  read  her  article, 
one  would  think  we  did  not  care  that  the 
attendance  was  extremely  low.  In  fact,  every¬ 
one  in  the  room  expressed  disappointment 
about  the  low  turnout.  There  were  a  number 
of  items  on  the  agenda,  only  some  required 
decisions  to  be  made  (the  others  were  infor¬ 
mation  exchanges).  Feeling  paralyzed  by  the 
lack  of  attendance,  we  decided  setting  anoth¬ 
er  meeting  time  and  place  was  of  the  utmost 
importance.  We  chose  Springfield,  Mass, 
because  of  its  central  location  (none  of  us  is 
from  Springfield,  thus  everyone  making  that 
decision  would  have  to  do  some  travelling). 
The  date  chosen  was  February  8,  because  it 
was  the  soonest  and  fairest  time  we  could 
think  of  to  have  a  subsequent  meeting  (that 
meeting  will  take  place  from  10:00  a.m.  to 
3:00  pm.  at  the  Springfield  YMCA  in  down¬ 
town  Springfield). 

The  other  decision  we  made  was  to  elect 
representatives  to  the  National  Steering 
Committee.  We  discussed  at  length  whether 
or  not  to  elect  four  temporary  representa¬ 
tives,  four  permanent  (that  was  immediately 
reuled  out)  or  two  temporary  and  two  perma¬ 
nent.  We  made  the  later  decision.  This  was 
done  because  we  felt  it  was  in  the  best  inter¬ 
est  of  New  England  to  have  two  people  who 
would  provide  continuity  from  one  National 
Steering  Committeee  meeting  to  the  next. 


There  were  no  other  decisions  made. 
Schmitz’s  article  covers  ay  length  a  heated 
discussion  on  excluding  people  from  the 
March.  However,  this  discussion  was  mostly 
the  expression  of  opinons  by  one  person  that 
were  sometimes  supported  and  sometimes 
not  supported  by  other  poeple  in  the  room. 
The  breadth  of  coverage  of  this  discussion 
seems  purposely  included  in  the  article  to 
discredit  the  person  making  most  of  the  com¬ 
ments.  After  all,  when  the  discussion  was 
over,  it  had  no  ramifications  on  any  of  the 
decisions  made,  nor  on  the  March  itself.  In 
fact,  it  wasn’t  even  on  the  agenda.  We  spend 
more  time  discussing  the  National  Lesbian 
Conference. 

I  would  not  have  been  so  quick  to  judge 
the  tone  of  the  article  if  Schmitz’s  follow-up 
calls  had  not  beat  so  challenging  in  tone  that 
three  people  (two  of  whom  were  not  at  the 
meeting)  called  me  to  warn  me  about  the 
potential  slant  of  the  article.  Furthermore, 
Schmitz  had  more  telephone  converstations 
about  the  December  meeting  with  people 
who  were  not  there  than  she  did  with  those 
who  were  there.  What’s  even  more  disturmb- 
ing  is  that  the  three  people  she  called  to  chal¬ 
lenge  the  one  decision  we  did  make  were  all 
people  of  color!  Schmitz  did  not  even  attend 
the  meeting,  it  was  covered  by  GCN  editor 
Carrie  Wofford,  who,  in  my  opinion,  partici¬ 
pated  in  that  meeting  and  could  have  blocked 
consensus.  In  fairness  to  Wofford,  however, 
she  maintains  that  she  did  not  participate  in 
that  meeting. 

The  article  goes  on  to  quote  two  Boston 
activists  who  did  not  know  about  the  meet¬ 
ing  and  one  who  says  she  only  spoke  with 
me  a  week  before  it  occurred.  I  spoke  with  a 
member  of  the  same  organization  as  the  third 
activists  two  weeks  before  the  meeting.  On 
the  first  two,  who  did  not  know  about  the 
meeting,  one  was  sent  a  flier,  and  I  didn’t 
know  about  the  other.  However,  this  does  not 
negate  the  fact  that  many  more  people  were 
informed  about  the  meeting  and  that  an 
announcement  appeared  in  GCN  and  Bay 
Windows  the  week  of  the  meeting. 

I  understand  that  people  feel  left  out  of  the 
process,  but  this  process  is  far  from  over!  I 
want  every  lesbian,  gay,  bisexual,  drag 
queen,  transsexual,  leather/SM  person,  AIDS 
activist,  etc.  who  is  part  of  this  community  to 
be  involved  in  the  April  25,  1993  March  on 
Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil 
Rights.  I  urge  all  of  you  to  get  to  the 
February  8  meeting  at  the  Springfield 
YMCA  in  Springfield,  MA. 

I  am  willing  to  answer  questions  about  the 
March,  the  December  meeting  or  the 
Springfield  meeting.  I  can  be  reached  at 
(401)  831-5522  (W)  or  (401)  621-5339  (H). 

Sincerely, 
Derek  Charles  Livingston 
Providence,  RI 

BLACK  HISTORY 
MONTH 

If  you'd  like  to  submit  an  article, 
essay,  interview,  artwork,  photo,  etc., 
for  our  annual  Black  History  Month 
Supplement  (February  is  right  around 
the  corner!),  or  if  you’d  like  to  help  with 
this  spectacular  issue  in  any  way  at  all, 
drop  a  line  to  Chris,  GCN  Features,  62 
Berkeley  St,  Boston,  Mass.  02116, 
or  call  (617)426-4469. 


GCN  EDITORIAL 
GUIDELINES 

The  "Community  Voices"  and 
"Speaking  Out"  sections  in  GCN 
represent  part  of  our  efforts  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  true  forum  for  the  communi¬ 
ty.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your 
ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to 
us,  and  to  respond  to  ideas 
expressed  within  our  pages.  We 
welcome  all  contributions  except 
personal  attacks. 

Letters  and  "Speaking  Out"  contri¬ 
butions  that  have  appeared  in  other 
publications  previously  are  printed 
only  as  space  allows.  GCN 
reserves  the  right  to  edit  letters  and 
"Speaking  Out"  contributions  for 
length  and  clarity,  in  consultation 
with  the  author.  Please  include 
your  name,  address,  anti  daytime 
phone  number  with  your  letter  or 
article  so  that  we  can  contact 
you  to  verifiy. 


GosCommmitsNn's 


Gay  Community  Nsws  >  produced  by  a  colleo 
ttve  dad  teal  ad  to  providing  cove  rag*  ot  event* 
and  news  In  the  Interest  ot  gay  and  lesbian  liber¬ 
ation.  The  collective  consists  ot  a  paid  start  ot 
ten.  a  general  membership  ot  volunteers,  and  a 
board  ot  directors  elected 
by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  In  "edho  rials'  represent  the 
views  of  the  paid  staff  eoleettve.  Signed  letters 
and  columns  represent  the  views  and  opinions  of 
the  authors  only.  Wo  encourage  al  readers  to 
send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  Information, 
and  to  volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Colectlve  In  aphabetkaJ 
order  by  primary  tltle/lunctlon 

*  Indkates  member  of  paid  staff  collective 
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GCN  HAS  WITHSTOOD  FIRE,  BREAK-INS... 

Will  the 
Recession 
kill  GCN ? 

YOUR  CONTRIBUTIONS  HAVE  KEPT  US 
ALIVE,  BUT  WE  STILL  NEED  $17,000 
MORE  TO  SURVIVE. 
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Northstar  flies  out  of  the  closet 


Quote  of  the  week 

“I’d  like  to  thank  you  on  behalf  of  the 
Bush  campaign.” 

— Openly -gay  US.  Rep.  Barney  Frank,  on 
National  Public  Radio's  "Talk  of  the 
Nation"  talk  show  January  23,  responding  to 
a  caller  who  advocated  for  vdting  only  for 
leftist  Democrats  like  Jesse  Jackson,  a 
stance  that  Frank  claims  keeps  Republicans 
in  power.  In  Frank’ s  new  book,  Speaking 
Frankly — to  be  released  next  month  by 
Random  House — the  representative  suggests 
that  Democrats,  especially  presidential  can¬ 
didates,  need  to  appeal  more  to  the  main¬ 
stream ,  for  instance  by  denouncing  Saddam 
Hussein — while  still  opposing  increases  in 
military  spending — and  by  denouncing 
"criminals" — while  still  opposing  racism  in 
the  justice  system. 

Marlon  Riggs  and 
Di Ana's  Hair  Ego 
producer  win  fed¬ 
eral  grants 

WASHINGTON — Marlon  T.  Riggs,  pro¬ 
ducer  of  the  internationlly-acclaimed 
Tongues  Untied,  and  Ellen  Spiro,  producer 
of  DiAna’s  Hair  Ego:  AIDS  Info  Up  Front, 
the  award-winning  dcoumentary  about  a 
Southern  hair  stylist’s  unique  AIDS  educa¬ 
tion  efforts,  were  among  approximately  20 
projects  to  win  the  first  round  of  grants  from 
the  new  Independent  Television  Service 
(ITVS). 

ITVS  is  a  non-profit  independent  produc¬ 
tion  service  created  by  Congress  in  1988 
when  independent  producers  convinced 
Congress  that  public  television  (PBS)  did  not 
represent  the  country’s  diversity.  ITVS  will 
distribute  $6  million  in  funds  to  programs 
that  are  outside  of  PBS’  control,  but  are 
intended  to  be  aired  on  PBS,  according  to  a 
spokeswoman  from  Video  Data  Bank  of 
Chicago,  which  distributes  Spiro’s  work. 
The  ITVS’  stated  mission  is  to  “expand  the 
diversity  and  innovativeness  of  public  broad¬ 
casting  ”  and  “address  the  needs  of  unserved 
and  underserved  audiences,  especially  chil¬ 
dren  and  minorities.” 

Riggs’  two-hour  Tongues  Untied,  an 
unprecedented  exploration  of  Black  gay  life, 
which  won  dozens  of  awards,  including  the 
L.A.  Film  Vritics  Award  and  an  invitation  to 
the  International  Public  Television  Festival 
in  Dublin,  aired  nationally  on  public  televi¬ 
sion  in  July.  It  was  cut  by  nearly  half  of  the 
341  PBS  affiliates,  including  Detroit,  Tampa, 
Kansas  City,  Portland,  Ore.,  and  Houston. 
Additionally,  Seattle,  Miami  and  Columbus, 
Ohio,  aired  it  after  midnight.  Conservatives 
had  urged  some  stations  to  air  Tongues  in 
order  to  show  “offensive”  work  funded  with 
a  $5000  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts 
grant. 

Riggs’  1987  Emmy  Award-winning  docu¬ 
mentary  about  the  use  of  African-American 
stereotypes  for  humor,  Ethnic  Notions,  also 
aired  on  PBS.  Riggs  recently  completed 
Color  Adjustment,  a  documentary  about 
Black  representation  on  prime-time  TV. 
Riggs’  other  works  about  Black  gay  men 
include  Affirmations  (1990)  and  Anthem, 
which  aired  for  the  first  time  at  last 
February’s  Fourth  Annual  Black  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Leadership  Conference  in  Los 
Angeles.  Riggs  will  receive  the  prestigious 
Maya  Deren  Award  Jan.  30  from  the 
American  Film  Institute  for  his  work. 

Riggs’  ITVS  grant  will  help  him  complete 
Black  Is....  Black  Ain't  an  exploration  of 
what  “Blackness”  means  to  Black 
Americans,  and  the  definition  of  “the  Black 
identity." 

Spiro,  who  produced  DiAna’s  Hair  Ego — 
aired  on  PBS  and  cable  outlets,  won  a  grant 
for  Out  Here,  a  documentary  exploring 
Southern  gay  and  lesbian  culture  through  a 
range  of  people  “from  famous  authors  to  reg¬ 
ular  people  who  work  in  gas  stations," 
according  to  Spiro.  Footage  includes  the  gay 
rodeo  in  Texas  and  the  gubernatorial  election 
day  in  Louisiana. 

The  awards,  made  in  the  fall  of  1991  but 
announced  recently,  represent  the  first 
monies  distributed  by  the  ITVS.  A  Video 
Data  Bank  spokeswoman  said  the  amounts 
of  the  awards  range  from  $40,000  to 
$300,000,  and  believes  Riggs  received 
$100,000  and  Spiro  $60,000,  although  she 
could  confirm  neither.  Riggs  was  unavail¬ 
able,  and  Spiro  said  her  grant  was  one  of  the 
lowest  budgets  funded,  although  it  represents 
a  substantial  amount  for  her  work.  "It's  fabu¬ 
lous,"  Spiro  said,  “because.. .[I  can  be]  com¬ 
pletely  focused  on  a  project."  The  ITVS 
grant  will  enable  Spiro  to  produce  an  hour- 
long  film  over  the  next  year,  with  what  she 


hopes  will  be  enough  money  to  also  create  a 
one-and-a-half  hour  version.  Spiro  funded 
DiAna’s  Hair  Ego  out  of  her  pocket  until  she 
recevied  a  New  York  State  Council  on  the 
Arts  grant  which  enabled  her  to  improve  the 
consumer  quality  of  the  tape  to  broadcast 
quality. 

Already,  conservatives — led  by  the 
Heritage  Foundation — are  mobilizing  against 
ITVS,  Spiro  said.  She  and  Riggs  were 
warned  by  ITVS  that  their  works  may  be  tar¬ 
geted. 

Other  ITVS  shows  will  explore  toxic 
waste  threats  to  Black  and  Latino 
Americans,  police  infiltration  of  a  white 
supremacist  group,  AIDS  activism  and  the 
controversial  prosecution  of  Native 
American  activist  Leonard  Peltier. 

— John  Z eh 

TV  station  rejects 
ACT  UP/NH  ad 

MANCHESTER,  N.H.—A  local  televi¬ 
sion  station  here  rejected  an  advertisment 
created  by  ACT  UP/New  Hampshire  that 
contained  images  of  gay,  lesbian,  and  inter¬ 
racial  couples  kissing  and  targeted  presiden¬ 
tial  candidates  for  their  silence  on  AIDS. 

The  TV  station,  WMUR-TV,  had  already 
accepted  the  ad’s  content  and  payment  of 
$350  to  run  the  ad  January  10  during  Good 
Morning  America,  Geraldo,  Sally  Jessy 
Raphael  and  ABC’s  Nightline  program  when 
they  refused  January  9  to  air  the  ad,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Michael  Petrelis,  a  member  of  ACT 
UP/DC  who  moved  to  New  Hampshire  to 
reinstate  ACT  UP/NH  and  urge  AIDS 
activists  to  focus  on  the  presidential  race. 

Petrelis  praised  the  station’s  decision 
because  of  the  press  attention  the  story  has 
garnered,  including  stories  in  the  Wall  Street 
Journal,  New  York  Times,  USA  Today,  and 
local  papers.  “I  think  it’s  fantastic,”  he  said. 
“The  station  aided  [our  efforts]  by  reaching  a 
much  larger  audience.  These  images  are  con¬ 
troversial  so  let’s  manipulate  them  to  our 
best  advantage.” 

The  gay  and  lesbian  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund,  which  had  planned  to  run 
advertisements  during  the  presidential  race, 
called  WMUR’s  decision  “outrageous.” 

The  images  for  the  advertisement  came 
from  the  ACT  UP  art  group,  gran  fury’s 
poster,  “Kissing  Doesn’t  Kill,  Greed  and 
Indifference  Do,”  which  the  Cincinnati  pub¬ 
lic  transportation  agency  would  not  allow  on 
public  buses. 

The  text  of  the  ad  included:  "AIDS  is 
killing  our  friends,  neighbors  and  lovers.... 
Thousands  of  [New  Hampshire]  residents 
test  positive  for  HIV...  and  yet  all  of  the 
presidential  candidates  remain  silent  about 
their  plans  to  end  the  AIDS  epidemic. 
Nothing  is  said  about  the  way  homophobia, 
racism  and  sexism  harm  efforts  to  control  the 
spread  of  AIDS.  Health  care  is  a  right.  ACT 
UP,  fight  back,  fight  AIDS.” 

ACT  UP/NH  has  organized  a  phone  zap  of 
WMUR-TV  and  is  also  calling  for  a  separate 
march  and  demonstration  on  Feb.  15,  the  eve 
of  the  New  Hampshire  primary,  in 
Manchester  to  demand  universal  health  care 
and  an  end  to  AIDS,  including  a  rally  at  the 
Bush/Quayle  campaign  headquarters. 

— Carrie  Wofford 

Lesbian/gay  rights 
for  New  Orleans 

NEW  ORLEANS — Following  six  hours 
of  debate,  the  New  Orleans  City  Council 
passed  an  ordinance  outlawing  discrimina¬ 
tion  based  upon  sexual  orientation  Dec.  12. 
After  failed  attempts  in  1984  and  1986,  the 
measure  passed  5-2  and  received  the 
endorsement  of  Mayor  Sidney  Barthelemy. 

One  of  the  two  councilmembers  opposing 
the  law  was  Jacqueline  Clarkson,  who  repre¬ 
sents  the  most  heavily  gay  and  lesbian  dis¬ 
trict  in  the  city,  according  to  the  city’s 
Human  Rights  Steering  Committee,  a  lobby¬ 
ing  group  for  the  law. 

The  ordinance  adds  employment  and 
housing  to  the  city’s  existing  ban  on  discrim¬ 
ination  in  public  accomodations.  In  addition 
to  sexual  orientation,  the  new  law  also 
extends  protections  to  groups  defined  by  sex, 
age,  marital  status,  creed,  sexual  orientation 
and  disability.  Previously  the  law  had  cov¬ 
ered  race,  color,  religion,  ancestry  and 
national  origin. 

Religious  institutions,  bona  fide  private 
clubs,  employers  with  fewer  than  eight 
employees  and  owner-occupied  housing  with 
fewer  than  five  units  are  exempted  from  the 
law.  Although  violating  the  law  is  a  misde¬ 
meanor,  no  penalties  are  specified. 

— Dawn  Schmitz 


Comics  superhero 
comes  out 

NEW  YORK — A  Marvel  Comics  super¬ 
hero  came  out  of  the  closet  in  the  March 
issue  of  the  series  “Alpha  Flight,”  sparking  a 
debate  over  whether  he  is  the  first  openly- 
gay  comic  strip  superhero.  Northstar,  one  of 
eight  superheros  in  the  Canadian  strip, 
announced  he  was  gay  in  a  strip  dealing  with 
the  AIDS  crisis,  according  to  the  Washington 
Post. 

While  Marvel  asserts  that  Northstar’s 
announcement  marks  the  first  time  a  super¬ 
hero  has  come  out,  DC  comics  says  last 
spring  one  of  its  characters,  the  Pied  Piper  of 
the  “Flash"  series,  announced  he,  too,  was 
gay.  According  to  DC,  a  future  strip  will  fea¬ 
ture  the  Pied  Piper  bringing  a  male  date  to  a 
wedding.  — Dawn  Schmitz 

U.  Nebraska  says 
no  to  ROTC 

LINCOLN,  Neb. — The  Chancellor  of  the 
University  of  Nebraska-Lincoln  said  Dec.  8 
that  he  supports  a  resolution — passed  by  a 
student  governing  body — to  effectively 
remove  ROTC  from  campus  if  the 
Department  of  Defense  does  not  reverse  its 
ban  on  gay  men  and  lesbians.  Chancellor 
Graham  Spanier  said,  however,  he  does  not 
agree  with  the  resolution’s  stated  1993  dead¬ 
line  for  reversal  of  the  military  policy, 
according  to  the  Daily  Nebraskan,  a  student 
newspaper.  — Dawn  Schmitz 

RU486  soon  avail¬ 
able? 

TRENTON,  N  J. —  The  Feminist  Majority 
Foundation  announced  Jan.  22  its  intention 
to  pressure  the  distributors  of  RU-486  to 
release  the  drug  in  the  United  States.  The 
distribution  of  RU-486,  an  “abortion  pill”  is 
opposed  by  anti-choice  groups  in  the  U.S. 
and  is  the  subject  of  some  controversy 
among  feminists. 

The  Feminist  Majority  Foundation,  head¬ 
ed  by  Eleanor  Smeal,  is  focusing  on  the  U.S. 
subsidiary  of  the  German  corporation — 
Hoechst — owner  of  the  French  pharmaceuti¬ 
cal  company  which  developed  the  drug. 
Hoechst  and  its  U.S.  subsidiary,  Hoechst 
Celanese  Corporation  headquartered  in 
Somerville,  N.J.,  is  believed  to  be  preventing 
U.S.  distribution.  So  far,  the  drug  has  been 
tested  in  limited  studies  in  the  U.S. 

RU-486,  which  is  now  available  in  France 
and  Great  Britain  and  will  soon  be  available 
in  Scandinavia,  is  part  of  an  involved  medi¬ 
cal  procedure  requiring  several  doctor  visits 
in  the  early  stages  of  pregnancy.  It  has  a  con¬ 
troversial  history.  The  French  government 
mandated  its  availability  as  a  civil  right  for 
women  in  1989  after  Hoechst  and  its  French 
subsidiary  pulled  the  drug  because  of  anti¬ 
choice  pressure. 

While  some  feminists  tout  the  availablity 
of  the  drug  as  a  major  step  toward  women’s 
reproductive  freedom,  others  question 
whether  it  is  a  panacea,  since,  like  other 
forms  of  birth  control  and  abortion,  it  would 
only  be  available  to  women  with  access  to 
health  care.  — Dawn  Schmitz 

Condom  shop  rais¬ 
es  controversy 

WASHINGTON — Controversy  over  the 
capital  area’s  first  condom  shop  delayed  the 
boutique’s  pre-holiday  opening  here  when  a 
landlord  and  a  tenant  reportably  feared  a 
public  brouhaha. 

Owners  of  what  is  at  least  the  sixth  shop 
of  its  kind  in  the  U.S.  blame  the  press  for  the 
premature  eviction. 

The  Washington  Post  reported  contention 
between  all  four  players,  but  Condom- 
Rageous  co-owner  Debra  Hauser  said  she 
refuses  to  blame  bias  on  either  landlord 
Robert  King  or  the  owner  of  a  nearby  shop, 
Marilyn  Harrigan. 

“I  don’t  know  what  motivation  prompted 
[King]  to  turn  us  down  at  the  last  minute,” 
she  said. 


Hauser  and  co-owner  Glenn  McKinney 
had  engaged  in  negotiations,  provided  let- 
ters-of-intent,  a  deposit,  and,  in  mid- 
December,  moved  stock  into  the  Dupont 
Circle  store  in  good  faith  with  the  landlord’s 
agent.  But  Harrigan  said  that  a  Post  article 
previewing  the  store’s  opening  prompted 
protest  calls. 

Some  argued  that  the  shop’s  trendy  tone 
would  be  incompatible  with  the  area’s 
image,  while  others  charged  that  another 
boutique  would  contribute  to  the  growing 
“Georgetown-ization”  of  the  Connecticut 
Ave.  business  district,  the  proliferation  of 
theme  shops  that  do  not  provide  key  services 
to  neighborhood  residents  and  workers. 

McKinney  countered  that  in  the  age  of 
AIDS  and  other  diseases,  his  business  would 
offer  a  valuable  service.  “People  hear  it’s  a 
condom  store  and  they  think  of  sex  shops,” 
he  said.  "But  all  our  items  will  be  safer-sex 
oriented.” 

The  DC  store,  now  located  at  17th  and  R 
Streets  NW,  near  a  popular  strip  of  restau¬ 
rants  and  gay  bars,  was  modeled  after  other 
boutiques  called  CondomMania  in  Los 
Angeles  and  New  York,  CondomNation  in 
Philadelphia,  CondomPlation  in  Chicago, 
and  CondomPlus  in  San  Diego.  While 
CondomRageous  is  not  a  franchise, 
Glickman  said  he  plans  to  open  30  more 
shops. 

The  shop  offers  1 50  varieties  of  prophy¬ 
lactics,  lubricants  with  nonoxynol-9,  a  sper¬ 
micide  shown  to  kill  organisms  that  cause 
HIV  infection,  hepatitis  B,  herpes,  syphilis, 
gonorrhea  and  chlamydia,  and  bubble  baths, 
lollipops,  T-shirts  and  mistle-toe  with  flow¬ 
ers  made  of  condoms.  — John  Zeh 

St.  Pat’s  parade  to 
exclude  gay  group 
again 

NEW  YORK— The  right  of  the  Irish 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Organization  (ILGO)  to 
march  in  New  York’s  St.  Patrick’s  Day 
Parade  this  year  is  in  jeopardy  despite 
attempts  by  Mayor  David  Dinkins  to  reserve 
them  a  place,  the  New  York  Times  reported. 
After  Dinkins  had  removed  control  of  the 
parade  from  the  traditional  planning  group 
that  had  excluded  ILGO  last  year,  the  new 
group  announced  Jan.  21  that  it,  too,  would 
bar  gay  men  and  lesbians  from  marching  in 
the  parade  as  a  group. 

VWien  the  organization  that  traditionally 
sponsors  the  parade,  the  Manhattan  Chapter 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians, 
announced  last  year  it  would  bar  ILGO  from 
the  parade,  Dinkins  turned  the  parade  over  to 
the  New  York  state  chapter  of  the  same  orga¬ 
nization  following  negotiations.  Dinkins  was 
reportedly  surprised,  however,  when  the 
state  chapter  affirmed  the  local  chapter’s 
decision.  The  state  chapter  issued  a  state¬ 
ment  charging  ILGO  with  behaving  in  an 
"outrageous"  manner  at  last  year’s  parade. 

Last  year’s  St  Patricks’  Day  parade  was 
marked  by  controversy  when  the  Manhattan 
chapter  of  the  Hibernians  originally  denied 
ILGO  the  right  to  participate,  ILGO’s  first 
request.  The  gay/lesbian  group  was  offered 
a  place  by  another  Irish  organization,  and 
Dinkins  decided  to  forego  the  mayor’s  tradi¬ 
tional  place  in  the  front  of  the  parade  to 
march  in  solidarity  with  ILGO.  He,  along 
with  ILGO  members,  was  jeered  and  show¬ 
ered  with  beer  by  anti-gay  spectators 
throughout  the  parade  route,  prompting 
Dinkins  to  call  the  experience  reminiscent  of 
civil  rights  marches  in  the  South,  and  to  say 
he  came  to  understand  the  gay  and  lesbian 
movement  with  a  new  empathy. 

ILGO,  responding  to  the  Hibernians’ 
charge  that  they  behaved  inappropriately  at 
last  year's  parade,  issued  a  statement  saying. 
‘The  charge  of  unseemly  behavior  by  ILGO 
members  during  last  year’s  SL  Patrick’s  Day 
Parade  is  completely  false.  The  outrageous 
behavior  was  on  the  part  of  those  spectators 
who  chose  to  harass  our  contingent  with  abu¬ 
sive  jeers  of  ‘AIDS!  AIDS!  AIDS!'  and  anti- 
gay  epithets.” 

— Dawn  Schmitz 
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second  criticisms 


of  Boston  police 

St.  Clair  Commission  report  pointing  to  police  abuses  is 
praised,  repeats  concerns  of  gay  group 


Acting  up  for  abortion 

Demonstrations  and  actions  celebrating  the  19th  anniversary  of  Roe  v. 
Wade  took  place  around  the  country  January  21-23. 

In  the  District  of  Columbia,  1000  abortion  rights  supporters  attended  a 
counter  demonstration  of  700,000  anti-choice  demonstrators  and 
Operation  Rescue  followers  blocking  abortion  clinics  on  Jan.  23.  “They 
totally  failed  to  shut  down  clinics  and  were  cleared  out  within  an  hour," 
Suzi  Rodriguez  of  NOW  said. 

In  Chicago,  the  Emergency  Clinic  Defense  Coalition  held  a  march  and 
rally  on  Wednesday  afternoon  that  drew  about  500  women  and  men. 
Citizens  for  Life  held  a  rally  the  same  day  with  500  anti-choice  individuals 
and  Chicago  Cardinal  Bernadine. 

A  series  of  events  took  place  in  New  York,  begining  with  a  rally  on  Jan. 
22  of  300  activists  at  Foley  Square,  Manhattan,  sponsored  by  Women's 
Health  Action  Mobilization  (WHAM).  Also  on  Jan.  22,  50  members  of  the 
National  Abortion  Rights  Action  League,  NOW  and  WHAM  organized  an 
early  morning  “Subway  Blitz"  in  Queens  targeting  anti-choice  State  Rep. 
Manton.  At  noon,  1000  people  rallied  at  Columbia  University,  followed  by 
a  NARAL  cocktail  party  and  fundraiser  with  Susan  Sarandon. 

The  largest  pro-choice  rallies  took  place  in  Los  Angeles,  where  on  Jan. 
19,  3,000  people  attended  a  candlelight  vigil  and  religious  service  spon¬ 
sored  by  a  coalition  of  groups.  Tammy  Bruce,  president  of  L.A.  NOW, 
explained,  “Everyone  will  be  impacted  by  the  Supreme  Court  decision, 
and  we've  realized  that  our  strength  is  in  unity — standing  side  by  side  with 
Queer  Nation,  ACT  UP,  and  unions."  On  Jan.  21,  NOW  held  a  press  con¬ 
ference  outside  a  clinic  with  the  Communications  Workers  of  America  and 
U.S.  Rep.  Barbara  Boxer  (also  a  candidate  for  state  senate)  on  the  impact 
of  the  Pennsylvania  case  and  the  need  to  elect  more  women  to  office.  As 
part  of  a  major  drive  to  register  10,000  new  voters,  1000  activists  kicked 
off  voter  registration  at  UCLA  on  Jan.  22. 

Massachusetts  demos 

Massachusetts  activists  demonstrated  on  Jan.  20  and  23.  On  Jan.  20, 
members  of  Queer  Nation,  ACT  UP  and  pro-choice  groups  offered  a 
counter  protest  of  40  people  outside  an  anti-choice  rally  with  New  York’s 
Cardinal  John  O’Connor  at  Boston’s  Sheraton  Hotel,  while  a  few  Queer 
Nation  activists  protested  inside. 

A  rally  and  lobbying  Jan.  23  were  sponsored  the  Coalition  for  Choice. 
Gov.  William  Weld,  and  Lt.  Gov.  Paul  Celluci  attended  a  press  conference 
at  noon  with  20  pro-choice  state  senators  and  representatives  and 
approximately  1 50  abortion  rights  supporters.  State  Rep.  Susan  Schur,  a 
co-sponsor  for  pro-choice  legislation  that  has  been  defeated  for  three 
years,  applauded  the  attendance  of  many  state  legislators,  and  chal¬ 
lenged  Weld  to  “support  legislation  and  Pro-choice  candidates." 

Karen  Hudner  of  the  Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass,  attempted  to  outline 
various  lobbying  strategies  but  was  interrupted  by  choice  opponents 
singing,  “Jesus  Loves  the  Little  Children." 

An  evening  candlelight  vigil,  march  and  rally  drew  between  1500-2000 
supporters,,  many  of  them  young  people,  as  well  as  mainstream  feminists 
and  a  Republican  contingent.  When  asked,  “What  if  the  Supreme  Court 
reverses  Roe  V.  Wade,  what  will  we  do?,”  activists  responded  with  yells 
of,  “Fight  back!”  — Jen  Wofford 

High  Court  tackles 
Roe;  activists  focus 
on  states 


By  Dawn  Schmitz 

BOSTON — A  mayoral  commission’s 
scathing  report  of  mismanagement  in  the 
Boston  Police  Department,  released  Jan.  14, 
was  met  largely  with  praise  by  many  in  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community.  Those  who 
closely  monitor  police  violence  against  gay 
men  and  lesbians  noted  the  similarities 
between  the  Commission’s  findings  and  a 
study  conducted  by  a  lesbian  and  gay  organi¬ 
zation  last  year. 

The  St.  Clair  Commission,  named  after  its 
chair,  Boston  attorney  James  D.  St.  Clair, 
was  appointed  by  Mayor  Raymond  Flynn 
last  May  to  review  the  police  department’s 
management  policies  and  practices  after  a 
series  of  investigative  reports  highly  critical 
of  the  department  appeared  in  the  Boston 
Globe.  One  area  of  the  report  focused  on  by 
many  activists  details  chronic  problems  in 
the  police’s  Internal  Affairs  Department 
(LAD),  which  handles  complaints  of  police 
misconduct  against  citizens. 

“It’s  almost  impossible  to  get  the  IAD  to 
believe  a  police  officer  did  something 
wrong,”  said  Kevin  Cathcart,  director  of  the 
public  interest  law  firm  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Advocates  and  Defenders.  Echoing  concerns 
laid  out  in  the  commission’s  report,  Cathcart 
told  GCN,  “The  system  is  set  up  to  protect 
the  bad  police  officers — not  the  public  and 
not  the  good  officers.” 

Same  findings  from  gay  study 

The  commission  report  supports  previous 
findings  in  a  study — released  last  April  by 
the  Anti-Violence  Project  of  the  Greater 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Alliance — that  details,  in  part,  the  low  per¬ 
centage  of  citizen  complaints  against  police 
officers  that  are  sustained  by  the  IAD.  The 
St.  Clair  Commission  report  states,  “It 
appears  that  the  Department  seldom,  if  ever, 
believes  allegations  of  police  misconduct  by 
Boston’s  citizens.” 

Noting  that  only  5.9  percent  of  the  allega¬ 
tions  against  police  were  sustained  following 
investigations,  the  St.  Clair  Commission 
report  stated,  “This  statistic  strains  the 
imagination;  it  assumes  that  more  than  nine 
out  of  10  citizens  who  complain  of  police 
misconduct  are  mistaken  or  lying.” 

According  to  those  working  with  gay  and 
lesbian  victims  of  police  violence,  many  peo¬ 
ple  are  discouraged  from  filing  complaints 
against  police  officers  because  the  IAD’s 
record  is  perceived  as  dismal.  “As  a  lawyer,  I 
cannot  recommend  [that]  people  file  com¬ 
plaints  with  the  department,”  Cathcart  said, 
adding  that  when  he  portrays  the  IAD’s 
record  to  survivors  of  police  violence,  they 
usually  determine  that  reporting  the  incident 
is  not  worth  the  effort. 

Victims  of  police  violence  who  contact  the 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center’s  Victim 
Recovery  Program — which  supports  sur¬ 
vivors  of  anti-gay  violence — often  feel  simi¬ 
larly  discouraged  from  filing  complaints. 
“For  the  most  part,  such  complaints  do  not 
go  forward,”  according  to  Robert 
Weinerman,  victim  advocate  at  the  Fenway. 
“Incidents  involving  police  departments 
other  than  Boston’s  are  taken  much  more 
seriously,”  he  said. 

Of  an  estimated  15  anti-gay  incidents  by 
Boston  police  reported  to  the  Fenway  last 
year — eight  of  which  involved 
violence — five  went  before  the  Internal 
Affairs  Department.  According  to 
Weinerman,  only  one  of  those  complaints 
was  handled  satisfactorily,  and  two  are  still 
pending. 

Pushing  for  independent  review 

Citing  similar  findings  in  the  AVP’s  report, 
the  Commission’s  report  noted  that  “of  those 
small  number  of  allegations  that  are  sus¬ 
tained,  a  disproportionate  share  are  allega¬ 
tions  brought  by  the  department  itself  for 
violation  of  Departmental  rules.”  However, 
unlike  the  report  of  the  AVP,  which  joined 
other  community  groups  in  calling  for  an 
independent  citizen  review  board  to  handle 
civilian  complaints,  the  St.  Clair  Commission 
recommended  a  citizen  complaint  board  with 
power  only  to  said  cases  back  to  the  IAD  for 
review. 

“The  Anti -Violence  Project  is  pushing  for 
a  stronger  review  board  with  subpoena 
power  and  the  power  to  decide  on  cases,” 
said  Jarrett  Barrios,  chairperson  of  the  AVP. 
Currently,  the  department  is  establishing  a 
review  board  similar  to  the  one  outlined  in 
the  Commission’s  report,  but  Flynn  has  stat¬ 
ed  publicly  that  he  supports  a  board  with  sub¬ 
poena  jiower.  However,  the  board  will  not 


decide  on  cases  independently,  as  the  AVP 
supports,  it  will  only  have  the  power  to  send 
cases  back  to  the  IAD. 

One  aspect  of  the  Commission’s  report 
embraced  by  victim  advocates  is  the  recom¬ 
mendation  that  all  IAD  complaints  be 
resolved  within  90  days.  “Allegations  that  a 
police  officer  attacked  a  citizen  [currently] 
could  be  open  for  a  year,”  said  Weinerman  of 
the  Fenway.  “By  shortening  the  maximum 
time  for  investigations,  citizens  can  know 
that  violent  crimes  committed  against  them 
by  police  will  be  dealt  with  quickly.” 
Weinerman  noted  that  this  is  crucial  for  vic¬ 
tim  recovery,  since  many  people  who  file 
reports  know  that  the  officer  who  assaulted 
than  is  still  working. 

Protecting  bad  cops 

Another  statistic  reported  by  the 
Commission  revealed  that  at  least  half  of  the 
officers  against  whom  complaints  were  filed 
had  had  previous  complaints  filed  against 
them.  Further,  the  report  stated  that  of  the 
134  officers  with  previous  complaints,  13 
had  more  than  ten  previous  complaints. 
“When  we  look  at  all  of  the  prior  complaints 
against  our  sample  of  officers,”  the  report 
concludes,  “we  find  that  this  10  percent  of 
officers  are  responsible  for  45  percent  of  all 
previous  complaints.” 

Quea  Nation/Boston  is  currently  consida- 
ing  an  effort  to  identify  these  10  police  offi¬ 
cers  and  “attempt  to  hold  them  accountable,” 
according  to  Jeff  Butts,  a  member  of  the 
group.  “Why  is  it  that  we  don’t  know  who 
these  people  are  and  why  is  it  that  they’re 
still  around?”  Butts  asked. 

Another  commission  recommendation 
lauded  as  significant  by  activists  was  the  call 
for  better  training  of  police  officers.  The 
report  said  police  offica  training  was  outdat¬ 
ed  and  wholly  inadequate,  repeatedly  noting 
that  many  officers  interviewed  by  the  com¬ 
mittee  had  complained  of  poor  training. 

While  the  report  does  not  specifically 
mandate  gay  and  lesbian  sensitivity  training 
for  police  officers,  it  describes  as  “disturb¬ 
ing”  an  incident  in  which  openly-gay  Boston 
City  Councilor  David  Scondras  received  as 
many  as  30  “obscene”  or  sexually  explicit 
harassing  questions  while  he  was  speaking  to 
police  recruits  about  issues  facing  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community.  The  report  harshly 
criticized  the  police  academy  for  failure  to 
take  any  disciplinary  action  against  any  of 
the  recruits,  even  after  Scondras  issued  a  for¬ 
mal  complaint. 

The  report  states  that,  “Individuals  who 
are  biased  against  otha  individuals  because 
of  their  race,  religion,  ethnicity,  or  sexual  ori¬ 
entation  should  not  be  allowed  to  become 
Boston  Police  officers.  The  Boston  Police 
Department  should  consider  testing  recruits 
to  identify  these  biases,  and  should  deal 
strongly  with  any  incidents  of  prejudice  and 
bias  on  the  part  of  any  offica  or  recruit.” 

Cathcart  agreed  with  the  finding,  noting 
that  those  same  recruits  are  now  carrying 
guns  and  walking  their  beats.  “The  message 
they’ve  been  given  is,  ‘It’s  okay  to  harass 
fags’ — even  if  they’re  city  counselors  pre¬ 
senting  at  the  academy,”  Cathcart  said. 
“Where  does  that  leave  gay  mot  and  lesbians 
on  the  street?” 

The  Alliance’s  AVP  has  called  for  a  meet¬ 
ing  with  Flynn  to  discuss,  among  otha  top¬ 
ics,  police  training.  Referring  to  the  incident 
with  Scondras,  a  statement  by  the  Alliance 
says,  “This  kind  of  bias  has  festaed  in  their 
minds  fa  years,  and  cannot  be  diffused  with 
the  current  practice  of  one  hour  of  awareness 
training  towards  the  lesbian  and  gay  commu¬ 
nity....  Bias  must  be  eliminated  in  a  compre¬ 
hensive  way,  in  every  class  at  the  academy, 
as  well  as  in  the  department’s  overall  strate¬ 
gy,  set  of  values,  goals,  and  rules  and  proce¬ 
dures  called  for  by  the  St.  Clair 
Commission.” 

While  much  of  the  mainstream  press  cov- 
aage  focused  on  the  report’s  recommenda¬ 
tion  that  Flynn  not  re-appoint  the  current 
commissioner  of  police,  Francis  “Mickey” 
Roache,  many  gay  and  lesbian  activists  feel 
that  is  not  the  main  issue.  While  Cathcart 
said  he  felt  Roache  should  not  be  re-appoint¬ 
ed  due  to  his  proven  lack  of  leadoship,  he 
said  appointing  a  new  commissi  on  a  is  not 
the  only  answa. 

“I  think  it’s  critical  Mickey  Roache  go,  but 
it  is  also  critical  that  Mickey  Roache  is  not 
scapegoated,”  Cathcart  said.  “Just  because  he 
leaves  it  won't  get  betta.”  Flynn  has  stated 
publicly  he  intends  to  re-appoint  Roache, 
often  described  as  his  boyhood  friend,  to 
another  tom.  □ 


By  J*n  Wofford 

WASHINGTON — Nineteen  years  to  the 
day  after  its  historic  Roe  v.  Wade  decision 
legalizing  abortion,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
announced  it  would  review  a  Pennsylvania 
abortion  case  that  could  overturn  or  soiously 
weaken  women’s  rights  to  choose  abortion. 
Activists’  expectations  that  Roe  v.  Wade  will 
be  severely  curtailed  has  prompted  a  stronga 
focus  on  state  laws  and  on  electing  pro- 
choice  state  and  federal  candidates. 

The  Supreme  Court  may  decide  to  uphold 
the  Pennsylvania  state  law,  one  of  the  most 
restrictive  abortion  laws,  which  requires  a 
24-hour  waiting  period,  parental  consent  for 
minors,  and  mandatory  information  discour¬ 
aging  abortion. 

“I  think  we  cannot  be  sure  whether  the 
Court  will  come  out  and  clearly  overturn 
Roe,  but  we  can  be  sure  of  one  thing:  They 
will  continue  to  further  eviscerate  Roe  and 
render  it  even  more  meaningless,”  Ellen 
Zucker,  Presidoit  of  the  Boston  chapter  of 
the  National  Organization  for  Women 
(NOW)  said. 

The  High  Court’s  decision  could  be 
released  this  summer,  in  the  middle  of  the 
presidential  campaign.  Mainstream  feminist 
groups  say  an  anti-abortion  decision  could 
place  abortion  rights  higha  on  the  national 
political  agenda. 

The  Supreme  Court  and  the  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  have  been  restricting  the  fundamen¬ 
tal  right  to  abortion  since  1977  when  the 
Hyde  amendment  was  passed  ruling  out 
Medicaid  funds  for  abortion;  and  more 
recently  with  the  1989  Webster  v. 
Reproductive  Health  Services  case,  which 
banned  abortion  in  public  hospitals  and  gave 
individual  states  sweeping  powers  to  restrict 
abortion.  Last  year’s  “gag  rule”  further 
restricted  health  centers  receiving  federal 
monies  from  mentioning  abortion. 

Focusing  on  the  state  level 

Many  abortion  rights  advocates  hope  that 
the  Supreme  Court  decides  the  abortion  case 
before  the  elections  in  orda  to  spark  vota 
anga  and  elect  state  and  fedaal  congress- 
people  who  will  use  their  powa  to  enact  leg¬ 
islation  protecting  abortion.  Roga  Evans,  a 
lawyer  for  Planned  Parenthood  told  the 
Boston  Globe,  “Frankly,  you  would  have  to 
be  living  on  anotha  plana  to  think  we  could 


win  this  case....  Let’s  settle  this  once  and  for 
all  because  it’s  time  to  move  forward  in  the 
legislatures  and  in  the  state  courts.” 

Ellen  Convisser,  President  of 
Massachusetts  NOW  agreed,  “Since  we  can 
no  longa  count  on  the  courts,  we  must  work 
tirelessly  to  reshape  our  state  legislature  and 
our  federal  government  so  that  they  support 
women’s  rights.” 

“Afta  Webster,  it  was  speculated  that  most 
of  the  middle  and  Southern  states  would  pass 
restrictive  state  laws,”  Rosemary  Dempsey, 
vice  president  of  Action  at  NOW  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  explained.  “The  five 
states  [and  territories]  that  attempted  very 
restrictive  laws — Louisiana,  Kentucky, 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Guam — all  have 
the  lowest  representation  of  women  and 
minorities  in  the  legislature....  Thae’s  a  very 
close  correlation.” 

Electing  pro-choice  reps 

To  combat  restrictive  legislation  in 
Louisiana,  NOW  worked  to  elect  women  and 
people  of  color  to  the  legislature.  According 
to  Dempsey,  they  successfully  increased  the 
representation  of  women  from  two  to  12  in 
the  legislature,  and  elected  a  prochoice  man 
as  attorney  general  and  a  woman  as  Lt. 
Governor. 

The  local  NOW  and  National  Abortion 
Rights  Action  League  (NARAL)  offices  in 
Chicago  explained  that  they  are  not  prioritiz¬ 
ing  rallies  or  pro-choice  legislation  as  much 
as  they  are  working  to  elect  pro-choice  can¬ 
didates  at  the  state  level.  Patricia  Dougherty 
of  Illinois  NARAL  said,  “We  are  not  wak¬ 
ing  to  introduce  any  pro-active  legislation. 
What  we  are  focused  on  right  now  is  elec¬ 
toral  work.” 

For  the  upcoming  March  17  primaries,  the 
Illinois  NARAL  hopes  to  duplicate  their  suc- 
cesful  efforts  of  1990,  when  three  new  pro- 
choice  legislators  were  elected  and  every 
pro-choice  incumbent  but  one  (who  lost  by 
only  six  votes)  was  re-elected.  “While  we 
didn’t  win  every  race,  we  did  send  a  loud  and 
clear  pro-choice  message,”  said  Dougherty. 

While  ensuring  abortion  rights  through 
state  legislatures  is  likely  to  be  the  focus  of 
mainstream  feminist  organizations  over  the 
next  years,  spokespeople  at  NOW  and 

Continued  on  page  9 
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George 

Stambolian 

NEW  YORK — As  the  publisher  of  many 
of  his  works,  we  at  Dutton/Plume  are  sad¬ 
dened  to  inform  you  of  the  death  of  George 
Stambolian.  A  professor  of  French  literature 
and  interdisciplinary  studies*  as  well  as  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  acclaimed  Men  On  Men  series, 
Prof.  Stambolian  died  on  Sunday,  December 
22, 1991  from  complications  from  AIDS.  He 
was  54  years  old  and  lived  in  New  York  City 
and  Amagansett,  N.Y. 

He  taught  at  Wellesley  College  from  1966 
until  his  retirement  this  year,  specializing  in 
modem  French  literature  and  contemporary 
American  and  European  theater.  Beginning 
in  the  late  1970s,  however,  Stambolian 
devoted  much  of  his  time  supporting  and 
promoting  the  visual  and  literary  works  of 
gay  artists,  photographers  and  writers.  It  was 
his  particular  interest  in  gay  literature  that 
demanded  more  and  more  of  his  attention 
and  led  him  to  become  editor  of  the  Men  On 
Men  in  1986.  The  enormous  interest  in  short 
fiction  by  leading  gay  writers  such  as 
Edmund  White,  Ethan  Mordden,  Felice 
Picano,  and  Andrew  Holler  an  brought  forth 
Men  On  Men  2  in  1988,  and  Men  On  Men  3 
in  1990.  Established  writers  and  emerging 
talents  will  be  featured  again  as  this  hightly 
successful  series  continues  with  Men  On 
Men  4,  completed  shortly  before 
Stambolian’s  death  and  scheduled  for  publi¬ 
cation  in  the  fall  of  1992. 

Prof.  Stambolian  also  lectured  widely 
about  gay  fiction,  defending  it  against  the 
critics  who  thought  it  a  subcategory  of  fic¬ 
tion.  He  argued  that  it  could  and  should  hold 
its  own  in  both  the  traditional  and  narrative 
forms,  and  considered  gay  fiction  a  genre.  In 
his  introduction  to  Men  On  Men  2  he  wrote: 

“Literature  does  not  exist  in  a  cultural  vac¬ 
uum.  It  is  bom  from  specific  social  and  his¬ 
torical  conditions;  it  reflects  those  condi¬ 
tions,  and  directly  affects  the  way  our  lives 
are  perceived  and  transformed.  The  term 
‘gay  fiction’  refers  not  only  to  an  impressive 
body  of  work  but  to  the  liberation  of  a  com¬ 
plex  subject,  and  an  entire  community’s  right 
to  the  free  use  of  its  imagination.” 

Prof.  Stambolian  was  instrumental  in  cre¬ 
ating  the  Ferro-Gramley  Foundation,  named 
in  memory  of  the  fiction  writers  Robert 
Ferro  and  Michael  Grumley,  which  supports 
gay  and  lesbian  writing  and  administers 
awards  annually.  He  also  served  as  the  Chair 
of  the  Division  of  Gay  Studies  of  the 
Modem  Language  Association  of  America. 

In  addition  to  his  editorship  of  the  Men  On 
Men  series,  he  also  authored  Marcel  Proust 
and  the  Creative  Encounter  (1972)  amd 
Homosexualities  and  French  Literature 
(with  Elaine  Marks,  1979).  He  was  also  the 
editor  of  the  Twentieth  Century  French 
Fiction  (1975)  and  Male  FantasiesIGay 
Realities  (1984). 

He  is  survived  by  his  companion  Michael 
Hampton,  and  by  his  mother.  Rose 
Stambolian  of  West  Haven,  Conn.,  and  a  sis¬ 
ter,  Isabel  Grogan  of  Milford,  Conn. 

— Melinda  Mullin,  Dutton/Plume 

Gerald  L.  Mallon 

PHILADELPHIA — Gerald  L.  Mallon, 
long-time  gay  rights  activist  and  author  of 
Resisting  Racism:  An  Action  Manual,  died 
November  5,  1991  of  complications  related 
to  AIDS. 

Jerry  was  employed  by  the  Methacton 
School  District  in  Pennsylvania  as 
Planetarium  Director  since  graduating  from 
college  in  1974.  Jerry  set  an  example  for  all 
planetarium  directors,  not  only  through  his 
dedication  to  science  education,  but  as  an 
expert  and  proponent  of  the  use  of  planetari- 
ums  in  schools. 

His  dedication  to  science  education  helped 
him  to  develop  a  kindergarten-through- 
twelfth  grade  program.  This  program  was  a 
premier  example  of  a  “participatory-oriented 
planetarium"  that  served  students,  the  com¬ 
munity  and  many  fellow  teachers. 

In  a  tribute  to  his  major  contribution  to  the 
school  district,  the  Methacton  School  District 
planetarium  will  be  renamed  in  his  honor. 
While  future  students  will  not  have  known 
him  personally,  his  legacy  will  live  on 
through  the  many  programs  he  developed. 

As  director  of  the  planetarium,  he  was 
selected  from  a  host  of  other  applicants  to  be 
the  first  recipient  of  the  prestigious  ($5,000) 
Challenger  Seven  Fellowship,  a  memorial  to 
the  astronauts  who  lost  their  lives  in  the 
Challenger  Space  Shuttle  disaster.  For  his 
Fellowship,  he  designed  and  implemented  a 
project  that  was  multi-cultural  and  involved 
middle  school  students  in  a  simulated  mis¬ 
sion  to  one  of  the  planets.  This  project  was  a 
wonderful  combination  of  Jerry’s  interest  in 


education,  astronomy  and  the  principles  of 
the  National  Association  of  Black  and  White 
Men  Together. 

In  1987  he  was  selected  to  serve  as  one  of 
two  people  representing  the  United  States  in 
India  for  a  workshop  on  Planetarium 
Education.  Jerry  loved  India  and  maintained 
friendships  with  those  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact  while  there.  He  is  the  author  of 
dozens  of  articles  and  papers  on  science  edu¬ 
cation  and  last  year  completed  two  books  on 
planetarium  activities  for  students.  These 
books  were  jointly  published  by  the 
Lawrence  Hall  of  Science  in  California  and 
the  New  York  Hall  of  Science. 

When  Jerry  died,  he  was  President-Elect 
of  this  planet's  largest  planetarium  associa¬ 
tion,  the  International  Planetarium  Society. 
Had  it  not  been  for  AIDS,  he  would  have 
served  through  1994.  Although  he  knew  he 
was  HIV-positive  when  he  accepted  the 
nomination,  he  fully  expected  to  live  through 
his  term  of  office  and  had  already  set  in 
place  the  foundation  for  some  projects  that 
would  be  carried  out  two  years  later  during 
his  anticipated  term  as  President  Previous  to 
being  president  he  served  for  four  years  as 
Executive  Secretary. 

Jerry’s  commitment  to  common  social 
issues  was  never  overshadowed  by  his  intel¬ 
lect.  He  was  a  founding  member  of  the 
Philadelphia  chapter  of  Black  and  White 
Men  Together.  He  also  was  a  former  co¬ 
chair  of  the  National  Association  of  Black 
and  White  Men  Together  (NABWMT).  Most 
recently  he  completed  work  on  the  second 
edition  of  Resisting  Racism,  which  was  pub¬ 
lished  by  NABWMT.  Jerry  had  held  many 
other  positions  in  both  the  local  chapter  and 
NABWMT.  In  1991  he  received  the  most 
prestigious  “National  Co-Chairs’  Award,” 
bestowed  on  him  for  his  years  of  dedication 
to  fighting  racism. 

Jerry  had  been  an  active  member  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  gay  group  “Dignity”  for 
more  than  15  years,  during  which  he  served 
in  various  positions.  Most  recently,  he  served 
as  a  lector,  and  as  a  Eucharistic  Minister  on 
the  Liturgy  Committee. 

As  an  award-winning  scholar,  author,  gay 
rights  activist  and  especially  as  a  loving 
friend,  Jerry  Mallon  will  be  missed  by  all 
who  were  privileged  to  know  him.  He  leaves 
behind  many  friends,  students,  colleagues 
and  acquaintances  from  around  the  world. 
He  leaves  behind  many  who  knew  his  kind¬ 
ness — most  significantly,  his  companion  and 
caregiver,  Chris  Taylor.  Jerry  was  39.  All 
those  who  knew  him  will  miss  his  smile,  red 
hair,  jokes  and  his  dedication  to  education 
and  fighting  racism. 

Services  were  held  December  5  in 
Philadelphia.  Contributions  can  be  sent 
directly  to  Gerald  L.  Mallon  Memorial,  c/o 
Patrick  Mallon;  BWMT/Philadelphia,  P.O. 
Box  42257,  Philadelphia,  PA  19101. 

— National  Association  of  Black  and  White 

Men  Together 


Craig  C.  Williams 

BOSTON — Craig  Williams,  formerly  of 
the  South  End,  passed  away  peacefully  from 
complications  of  AIDS  on  January  10.  He 
was  39  years  old. 

Craig  worked  for  the  New  England 
Telephone  Company  for  many  years.  He  also 
enjoyed  cooking  and  catering  parties.  During 
the  last  months  before  he  became  ill,  he 
worked  at  the  Clothes  Closet  and  at  the 
Boston  Living  Center. 

Craig  would  want  to  be  remembered  as  a 
friendly  person  willing  to  help  others  and 
hoping  for  a  cure  for  AIDS.  In  Craig’s  own 
words  to  me  and  others,  “Shit  Happens.” 
Craig  was  cremated  and  his  ashes  were 
dispersed  in  the  ocean. 

— Michael  Wheaton 
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Minnie  Bruce  Pratt 


Rebel  yell 

Minnie  Bruce  Pratt’s  Rebellion:  Essays  1980-1991 


Rebellion:  Essays  1980- 
1991 

Minnie  Bruce  Pratt 

Firebrand  Books.  Ithica,  N.Y.,  1991 

$10.95  paper 

R*vl*w*d  by  T.  Stores 

hen  my  junior  high  football  team 
ran  onto  the  field  in  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  our  principal  would  tap  the 
microphone  and  lead  the  school  in  singing 
“Dixie.”  Even  though  our  team  was  called 
the  Patriots  and  our  emblem  was  a  soldier  in 
Revolutionary  War  garb,  the  boys  and  the 
band  marched  out  behind  the  Rebel  flag  and 
we  ended  our  singing  of  “Dixie”  with  a  rous¬ 
ing  rebel  yell.  Sometimes  I  wondered  if  I  was 
the  only  one  embarrassed?  Was  I  the  only  ' 
one  who  couldn’t  wait  to  leave  the  South? 
Minnie  Bruce  Pratt  writes  about  escaping 


her  own  Southern,  white  middle-class, 
Christian  roots  in  Rebellion,  a  new  collection 
of  11  essays.  She  too  understood  racism, 
class  inequities  and  sexism,  not  in  abstrac¬ 
tion,  but  in  the  realities  of  people  caught  in 
an  old  habit  of  oppression.  As  did  I,  she 
resolved  early  on,  “that  I  would  get  out.” 
“Getting  out,”  however,  is  not  so  easy  as  it 
seems. 

Rebellion  is  part  autobiography  and  Pratt 
is  matter-of-fact  about  the  details  of  her  life. 
Her  simple  existence,  as  a  feminist,  as  a  les¬ 
bian,  as  a  writer,  was/is  an  act  of  rebellion. 
Her  children  were  taken  from  her,  she  has 
protested  and  been  arrested,  she  was  one  of 
Jesse  Helms’  targets  in  the  NEA  hoopla.  It  is 
not  so  much  of  the  larger-than-life  dramas  of 
rebellion  that  she  writes,  however,  as  of  the 
little  day-to-day  struggles  we  all  experience. 

Continued  on  page  9 


Poetry  that  sounds 
like  a  song 

Roy  Gonsalves’  Perversion  reverberates  with  hope  and 
clear  thought 


Perversion.  Poems  and 
Three  Stories. 

Roy  Gonsalves 
Renaissance  Press,  Brooklyn, 

N.Y.,  1990 
$5.95 paper,  79pp. 

R*vl*w*d  by  Walta 
Borawakl 

efore  the  second  wave  of  feminism 
washed  away  much  of  the  crap  cov¬ 
ering  the  male-  and  form-dominated 
poetry  world,  a  poet  such  as  Roy  Galsalves 
would  have  been  unthinkable.  Then,  as 
Muriel  Rukeyser  wrote,  “What  would  hap¬ 
pen  if  one  woman  told  the  truth  about  her 
life?  /  The  world  would  split  open.”  After 
Anne  Sexton  told  the  truth  behind  the  facade 
of  a  suburban  housewife  of  means  (=  father’s 
means,  husband’s  means),  the  shrubbery 
obscuring  the  long  drive  was  cleared,  and 


poets  stepped  naked  from  the  clouds.  Many 
were  women;  some  were  homosexual  gentle¬ 
men;  eventually  some  were  angiy  dykes  and 
fags.  Poetry  as  a  political  weapon  sat  side  by 
side  on  shelves  with  poetry  as  a  drawing 
room  meditation.  This  is  not  a  miracle  or 
even  a  revolution,  it  is  a  continuum. 

If  Anne  Sexton  had  never  penned  her  line 
about  the  enema,  would  Ginsberg  have  writ¬ 
ten  his  “Sphincter”  poem;  could  Roy 
Galsalves  have  written  “Sweeping”? 

Charles  was  sexless  for  999  days  / 

He  could  not  stand  it  anymore  / 

Before  long  /  The  broom  handle  was 
greased  with  vaseline.  /  While  stand¬ 
ing  on  his  bed  /  Charles  swept, 
swept  and  swept  /  Like  he  never 
swept  before  /  Sweeping  away  night¬ 
mares,  diseases  and  dreams. 

Though  there  are  still  powerful  poets  of 
the  Old  Guard  who  would  find  this  poem — in 
Continued  on  page  9 
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Disch-ing  out  the 
terror 


Thomas  M.  Disch’s  The  M.D.  aims  for  a  grand  new  liter¬ 
ary  vision  of  how  AIDS  affects  our  lives 


The  M.D. 

Thomas  M.  Disch 

Alfred  A.  Knopf,  New  York,  199 1 

$22  cloth,  401pp. 

R*vl*w*d  by  Mlcha«l 
Bronskl 

For  the  past  25  years,  Thomas  M. 
Disch  has  managed  to  entertain  and 
appall  readers  with  his  macabre  and 
twisted  fictions.  And  now,  with  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  The  M.D.,  he  has  managed  to  outdo 
even  himself  in  a  superb  novel  of  visceral 
and  intellectual  terror  that  manages  to  invigo¬ 
rate  our  brains  even  as  it  turns  our  stomachs. 

Disch  came  into  prominence  in  the  mid- 
’60s  with  original  works  of  science  fiction — 
actually  the  alternate  term  speculative  fiction 
seems  even  more  apt  here — such  as  The 
Genocides,  The  Puppies  of  Terra  and  Echo 
Round  His  Bones.  Although  these  books  took 
standard  science  fiction  themes  and  plots — 
alien  plants  taking  over  the  earth;  earth 
invaded  by  extraterrestrial  beings;  the  muss¬ 
ing  about  of  dimensions  and  the  duplication 
of  matter — Disch’s  spin  on  them  was 
startlingly  original  and  upsetting.  And  while 
these  novels  were  sometimes  mass-marketed 
as  pop  entertainments,  they  were  also 
supremely  intelligent,  philosophically  orient¬ 
ed,  metaphysically  situated  fables  of  contem¬ 
porary  life. 

After  two  more  works,  Camp 
Concentration  and  334,  which  fit  (not  very 
securely)  in  the  category  of  science  fiction, 
Disch  broke  out  of  the  mold.  His  1976  clas¬ 
sic  Clara  Reeve — published  under  the  name 
Leonie  Hargrave — replaced  the  bizarre  emo¬ 
tional  fantasias  of  his  earlier  works  with  a 
brilliant  gender-fucked  retread  of  the  gothic 
novel.  Clara  Reeve  is  a  full-fledged  early 
Victorian  novel  as  seen  through  a  very  con¬ 
temporary  lens.  The  term  post-modern  was 
not  fashionable  when  it  was  published,  yet  it 
suits  Clara  Reeve  to  perfection.  Disch  pre¬ 
sents  us  with  an  extraordinary  retelling  of  the 
genre  but  also  manages  to  get  under  its  skin 
and  find  the  worms  that  eat  at  its  heart  Like 
John  Fowles’s  The  French  Lieutenant’ s 
Woman,  Clara  Reeve  is  a  wondrous  mixture 
of  fiction  and  reflexive  criticism,  an  exami¬ 
nation  of  how  our  contemporary  culture  both 
inherits  and  transmogrifies  the  sins  and  glo¬ 
ries  of  the  past.  From  its  mysterious  begin¬ 
ning  chapter  to  its  devastating  climax — on 
the  lip  of  Mount  Vesuvius,  no  less — Clara 
Reeve  is  a  work  of  political  conviction  and 
sublime  artifact 

Many  lesbian  and  gay  readers  first  discov¬ 
ered  Disch  in  1979  with  the  publication  of 
On  Wings  of  Song.  This  shockingly  imagina¬ 
tive  novel — set  in  an  easily  imaginable,  total¬ 
itarian  future;  the  genre  here  is  the  “dystopi¬ 
an  novel” — had  a  gay  subtext  that  was  both 
enticing  and  alarming.  In  a  United  States 
ruled  (depending  on  where  you  live)  either 
by  a  fascistic,  repressive  government  or  a 
completely  decadent  post-capitalist  semi¬ 
aristocracy  lorded  over  by  opera-obsessed 
castrati,  Disch  postulates  a  world  in  which  it 
is  illegal  to  sing  because  to  sing  enables  you 
to  fly  and  flying  can  take  you  out  of  the 
material  world.  The  gay  parallels  here  are 
unavoidable — people  who  could  fly  were 
called  “fairies”  and  had  to  watch  for  state- 
sponsored  “fairy-traps" — and  much  of 
Disch’s  work  began  being  viewed  through 
the  idea  of  a  gay  sensibility.  This  was  noth¬ 
ing  new  to  early  readers  of  Disch’s  work — he 
had  already  received  lavish  praise  from  such 
writers  as  lesbian-feminist  Joanna  Russ,  and 
in  1980  Samuel  Del  any  collected  and  intro¬ 
duced  20  Disch  stories  under  the  title 
Fundamental  Disch — but  it  introduced  him 
to  a  whole  new  audience. 

In  his  newest  novel.  The  M.D. — a  super¬ 
natural  tale  of  medical  horror — Disch  out¬ 
does  himself  in  dishing  out  equal  portions  of 
pity  and  terror  until  our  brain  aches  and  our 
nerves  are  frayed  red.  As  usual  with  a 
Thomas  Disch  novel  unimaginable  terrors 
root  and  flourish  in  the  benignity  of  everyday 
life. 


The  M.D.  is  sort  of  a  porno  Dr.  Kildare 
meets  the  Book  of  Revelations.  It  tells  the 
story  of  Billy  Michaels,  an  average  little  boy 
who,  after  being  visited  by  the  pre-Christian 
god  of  medical  knowledge,  Mercury,  is  given 
the  deity’s  caduceus — the  serpentine,  winged 
staff  that  bestows  health  or  illness — and 
advances  on  what  is  to  be  a  spectacular 
career  as  a  research  scientist.  But  the  power 
of  the  caduceus  to  heal  is  intricately  bound 
with  its  power  to  destroy  and,  as  you  might 
expect  in  a  Thomas  Disch  novel,  nothing 
works  out  for  the  best 

The  power  of  The  MJD. — and  it  is  consid¬ 
erable — comes  from  Disch’s  ability  to  dis¬ 
sect  and  then  metaphorically  explain  the  hor¬ 
rors  of  everyday  life.  Here  the  simplest  fami¬ 
ly  fights,  the  most  innocent  sexual  longings, 
the  most  innocuous  feelings  of  jealousy  turn 
monstrous  and  murderous.  Although  there  is 
some  similarity  between  Disch’s  work  and 
that  of,  say,  Stephen  King  (who  blurbs  The 
M.D.  as  “one  of  the  best  novels  of  horror- 
fantasy  I’ve  ever  read”),  the  difference 
between  the  two  is  palpable:  King’s  narra¬ 
tives  are  larger-than-life  cartoons  that  hint  at 
the  innate  terrors  of  being  human  while 
Disch’s  work  evokes  a  complete  and  tangible 
world  in  which  life’s  terrors  are  inseparable 
from  life  itself. 

For  Disch,  the  heterosexual  family  is  only 
a  microcosm  of  the  world  and  any  destruc¬ 
tion  that  occurs  in  those  confined  boundaries 
is  ultimatly  writ  large:  good  and  evil  are  nat¬ 
ural  extensions  of  an  easily  corruptible 
human  condition.  While  expertly  using  the 
tawdry  conventions  of  the  supernatural 
thriller — there  are  at  least  two  scenes  of 
gasping  horror  in  every  chapter — Disch  con¬ 
sistently  deals  with  important  ideas.  The  nov¬ 
els  of  Stephen  King — the  analogy  seems 
appropriate  again  for  both  writers  draw  con¬ 
siderably  on  the  minutiae  and  ordinariness  of 
the  everyday  material  and  familial  world — 
are  essentially  simple  morality  plays  in 
which  subliminal  forces  of  good  and  evil  are 
always  at  war.  Disch  toys  with  the  same 
themes  but  the  moral  and  philosophical 
stakes  are  much  higher.  “Good”  and  “evil” 
are  net  abstract  forces  — some  “It”  that  lives 
in  subconscious  sewers,  or  a  pcsessed  old  car 
that  picks  up  on  the  wrong  vibes — but  inte¬ 
gral  parts  of  human  identity  just  waiting  to 
manifest  themselves  when  the  situation  is 
right,  or  wrong.  The  appearance  of  the  mirac¬ 
ulous  and  malicious  god  Mercury  in  The 
MD.  is  both  a  symbol  and  a  metaphor,  a  fan¬ 
tastical  imagining  and  a  portent  that  there  is 
more  to  human  experience  than  a  conscious, 
subconscious,  or  even  an  unconscious.  The 
fact  that  Mercury  appears  to  Billy  Michaels 
first  as  a  playful  Santa  Claus,  and  later  as  an 
erotic  naked  young  man  as  well  as  other, 
more  disturbing  metamorphoses,  is  typical  of 
Disch’s  sense  of  ingenuous — or  maybe, 
disingenuous — fun. 

hough  AIDS  is  only  mentioned  in  pass- 
Continuod  on  page  9 
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John  and  Joe,  1990 


Pro-fur 

The  Bear  Cult  photographically  documents  the  creation  of  a 
major  subculture  in  the  gay  male  world:  one  without  razors, 
diets  or  designer  haircuts 


The  Bear  Cult 

Photographs  by  Chris  Nelson 
Introduction  by  Edward  Lucie-Smith 
GMP Publishers  Ltd.,  London,  1991 
(distributed  in  U  S.  by  InBook,  E. 

Haven,  Conn.) 

$24.95  paper,  62pp. 

R*vl*w*d  by  Isaac  Jackson 

In  the  late  ’80s,  a  small,  obscure  maga¬ 
zine  called  Bear  began  circulating  in  San 
Francisco.  Dedicated  to  the  idea  that 
standard  gay  male  images  were  becoming 
too  airbrushed  and  too  young,  Bear  ran  pho¬ 
tos  of  bearded,  hairy  gay  men  ranging  in  age 
from  young  to  middle  aged.  By  1992,  the 
Bear  phenomena  is  not  only  a  magazine,  but 
a  major  subculture  within  the  gay  male 
world.  Men  now  self-identify  as  bears. 
There  is  one  “official”  bear  bar  in  San 
Francisco,  the  Lone  Star  Saloon,  and  there 
more  than  one  magazine  features  bear  men 
C Bear  Hug,  Daddy,  Hippiedick  and  others). 
There’s  even  an  electronic  mail  bear  network 
that  bears  at  universities  and  research  centers 
use  to  communicate  and  argue  over  such 
important  ideas  as  whether  or  not  a  "real” 
bear  has  to  be  a  big  man  or  can  a  slim  man 
with  a  beard  be  a  bear?  In  February  there  will 
the  first  national  gathering  of  bears  in  San 
Francisco  called  “Bear  Hug  ’92.” 

But  despite  all  the  social  and  cultural  con¬ 
struction  going  on  between  men  in  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  a  world  without  razors,  diets  or 
designer  hair  cuts,  the  Bear  Revolution  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  primarily  a  visual  one.  The  pri¬ 
macy  of  the  visual  in  defining  the  bear  look 
becomes  apparent  when  the  photographs  of 
Chris  Nelson,  whose  work  appeared  in  the 
early  issues  of  Bear,  are  collected  without  the 
accompanying  text  (some  say,  filler)  that  sur¬ 
rounded  the  photographs  in  their  original 
magazine  appearances.  It  is  clear  that  these 
photos  define  what  “bear”  is,  more  than  any¬ 
thing  Bear  publisher/editor  Richard  Bulger 
or  the  discussions  about  bears  on  e-mail  can 
ever  achieve. 

The  best  thing  about  Nelson's  photographs 
is  their  ability  to  present  such  a  variety  of 
men  within  a  limiting  defining  premise 
(beards,  hair,  natural  look).  All  the  men  are 
unique,  yet  they  all  look  the  same.  It  is  hard 
to  tell  whether  Nelson  wanted  to  document, 
Diane  Arbus  style,  a  subculture  and  its  own 
frames  of  references  or  whether  he  is  a  stylist 
a  la  Mapplethorpe.  Nelson  is  probably  some¬ 
where  in  between  these  poles  (and  most  like¬ 


ly  sick  of  being  compared  to  Mapplethorpe ... 
sorry,  Chris).  The  images  of  the  men  range 
from  hippie  long-hairs,  to  cuddly  Black  bears 
(African  American  bears);  leather  bears; 
daddy  bears,  bears  with  dreads;  tattoos,  etc. 
There  is  a  pleasantly  surprising  gentleness  to 
the  selection,  clearly  demarcating  the  bear 
from  the  rigidness  of  the  blue-collar  fantasies 
of  The  Clone.  Clones  were  “real  men.”  Bears 
are  just  “real”  or  just  “men.  ’  ’ 

The  men  are  unadorned  except  for  the 
occasional  tit  ring,  cock  ring  or  leather  vest 
The  leather  here  looks  like  it’s  worn  for  its 
practicality  on  cold,  damp  San  Francisco 
nights  instead  of  being  fantasy  props.  Many 
of  the  photographs  are  nudes  and  work  as 
well  as  the  clothed  ones.  In  this  way,  the  dis¬ 
tance  between  the  1 950s  physique  photos 
and  the  modem  conception  of  male  erotica  is 
erased.  Nelson’s  decision  to  photograph 
many  of  his  nudes  with  full  erections  plays 
with  the  boundaries  between  nude  photo¬ 
graphic  portraiture  and  male  erotica.  For 
example  the  photograph  “Mike  1990,”  shows 
Mike  looking  into  the  camera  while  seated 
on  an  antique  chair  photographed  in  soft  stu¬ 
dio  light.  His  cock  is  fully  erect.  This  photo¬ 
graph  would  work  as  both  a  portrait  and  as 
an  image  of  sexual  desire.  However,  all  art¬ 
fulness  aside,  almost  all  the  photographs  to 
this  reviewer’s  eyes  scored  high  in  the  hard- 
on  factor  and  The  Bear  Cult  can  be  enjoyed 
on  many  levels. 

The  only  drawback  to  this  collection  is  the 
choice  of  Edward  Lucie-Smith  to  write  the 
introduction.  While  he  is  a  respected  British 
art  critic  and  historian,  his  analysis  of  the 
bear  scene  is  obviously  one  that  penetrates 
the  surface  and  not  much  else.  Also,  is  it  not 
time  to  begin  including  gay  male  photogra¬ 
phy  within  a  discussion  of  the  history  of  pho¬ 
tography  in  general,  not  just  as  subcultural 
context?  Such  a  discussion  would  enliven 
photography  as  well  as  play  a  part  in  the 
development  of  visual  literacy  among  gay 
men.  However,  most  men  who  buy  this  edi¬ 
tion  will  not  be  buying  it  for  the  commen¬ 
tary,  so  this  weakness  will  hardly  be  noticed. 
The  reproductions  are  as  good  as  it  gets  for 
the  price. 

The  Bear  Cult  is  as  open  and  friendly  as 
the  San  Francisco  gay  life  of  which  the  mat 
photographed  are  a  pan.  To  my  fellow  bear 
brothers,  bring  your  copy  to  San  Francisco. 
Hang  out  in  San  Francisco  and  you’re  bound 
to  get  a  few  autographs.  □ 


GLAD  DAY  BOOKSHOP 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  LITERATURE 


Featuring  New  England's  most 
extensive  selection  of  AIDS,  health 
crisis  and  healing  books,  tapes  and 
videos.  If  your  school,  library  or 
community  group  is  building  a 
collection  on  the  health  crisis,  let 
us  help.  Free  AIDS/health  crisis 
bibliography  on  request 


673  Boylston  St  (2nd  Floor)  Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  267-3010  Copley  Sq.  opposite  Boston  Public  Library 
Mon-Thurs  9:30  am-lOpm  •  Fri&Sat  9:30am-llpm  •  Sun  12-9pm 


Mental  Health 
Services  for  Lesbians 
and  Gay  Men 


Now  Forming: 

Coming  Out  Group 
for  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men 

& 

Lesbian  and  Gay 
Survivors  of  Recent 
Violence 

For  information: 
267-0900  x302 


•  •  ■ 


•  Individual  •  Group  •  Couple 


Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 

Psychotherapist 


Copuet  Sq.  Boston,  MA  (617)  266-2240 

EbSALTB  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 

581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS  C.L.U. 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches.  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 


1-800-339-2006 


8  •  JANUARY  26-FEBRUARY  1,  1992  •  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Gay  Men  Considering 
Parenting 


For  gay  men  who've  thought  about  parenting, 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center  is  again  offering 
an  eight-week  information  and  support  group  to 
examine  the  personal,  social,  legal,  medical,  and 
logistical  implications  of  becoming  a  gay  father. 

The  group  will  start  in  March  and  will  be  held  on 
eight  consecutive  Tuesday  evenings,  7:00  - 
9:00  pm.  Meetings  are  at  FCHC,  7  Haviland  Street, 
Boston.  Sliding  scale  fee  range  is  $100  -  300. 

For  more  information:  267-0900  x282 


186  Hampshire  Street  •Cambridge,  MA  02139  •  (617)  876-5310 

A  10-minute  walk  from  the  Central  Square  T 


m 


New  A  WOMEN’S 

RDS  BOOKSTORE 


Books  •  Journals  •  Records  &  Tapes 
Feminist  &  Multi-Cultural  Presses  • 

Cards  •  Posters  •  Non-sexist  Children's  Books 


10-6  Tues,  Wed,  Friday,  Sat  *10-9Thurs  •  12-6  Sunday 


Poetry 

Continued  from  page  7 
form  as  well  as  content — “self-indulgent,” 
there  are  many  of  us  who  would  prefer  read¬ 
ing  this  to  reading  ‘To  a  Skylark.”  For  one 
thing,  we  recognize  the  images  of  housework 
and  masturbation.  More  importantly,  we 
understand  the  anger  and  the  hunger.  And 
we  applaud  the  passage  of  time  when  loss  is 
accompanied  by  improvement. 

Langston  Hughes  did  not  have  to  live  or 
die  in  the  era  of  AIDS,  but  could  he  have  felt 
free  to  write  “The  Exploiter’7 
He  uses  men  of  color 
For  toilets 
Does  not  flush 
When  he  is  through 
But  goes  home 
To  croissants 
With  pale  hands 
That  massage  his  ego 
And  prays 

He  won't  turn  black. 

Let  us  momentarily  discuss  form,  since 
Gonsalves  cannot  be  said  to  come  from  the 
line  of  gay  male  poetry  that  includes  Richard 
Howard,  Thom  Gunn  and  James  Merrill;  nor 
does  he  come  directly  down  from  the  Black 
poetry  of  Gwendolyn  Brooks  or  Margaret 
Walker.  May  Sarton  said  in  an  interview  in 
the  early  1970s  that  working  without  form  in 
poetry  (especially  when  one  is  working  in 
the  autobiographical,  confessional  mode, 
unfettered  sometimes  by  the  self -critical  eye) 
is  a  form  of  self-indulgence;  form  is  her 
guide,  and  the  inspiration  that  brings  poetry 
adheres  to  form.  Good  for  her.  In  “Literary 
Suicide”  Gonsalves  writes: 

I  am  giving  up  /  Scratching  black 
sense  into  white  paper  /  No  more 
commas,  periods,  titles  /  Lines  and 
signatures  /  No  more  typing  /  And 
retyping  /  Revisions  and  rejections  / 

Not  another  twinge  at  literary  analy¬ 
sis  /  Not  one  more  wasted  moment  / 

Of  returned  self-addressed  stamped 
envelopes  /  Bearing  bad  news  /  Paid 
for  with  my  blood. 

Charley  Shively  once  pointed  out  that 
John  Wieners’s  poem  “Hunger”  is  “a  Billie 
Holiday  song,”  and  it  is  now  obvious  to  me 
that  a  song,  or  the  memory  of  a  song,  can 
constitute  the  form  of  a  poem.  It  is  certainly 
true  of  the  Wieners  poem,  and  it  is  true  of 
much  of  Gonsalves’  work,  some  of  which, 
sounds  like  Billie  Holiday,  and  some  like 
Laura  Nyro.  Of  course,  into  this  musical 
form  comes  content  that  neither  Holiday  nor 
Nyro  had  to  deal  with  (from  “Terror”):  “I 
ignore  coughs  /  Colds,  stress  /  T-cell  counts  / 
And  weight  loss  /  I’m  healthy  /  What  do  I 
need  AZT  for?”  And  of  course  Michael 
Callen,  with  his  “if  it  ain’t  broke,  don’t  fix 
it”  stance,  would  agree.  But  Gonsalves  is 
telling  half-truth  here,  and  in  his  wonderful 
story  “Bruce,”  gives  us  his  T-cell  count:  115. 
And  we  know  he  has  taken  or  takes  AZT, 
because  it  upsets  his  stomach  (in  the  same 
story).  But  he  makes  it  quite  clear  that  Bruce 
does  him  more  good  than  an  anti-retroviral. 

Perversion  reverberates  with  hope  and 
clear  thought.  In  “How  do  I  get  to  Heaven 
from  here?"  the  poet  asks:  “Am  I  to  live  off 
rubber  dildos  /  Fantasies  /  And  love  from 
God?”  Whether  he  is  taking  a  bath  with  a 
friend,  or  admiring  “two  red  orchids  in  a 
goblet  of  ice  /  Billie  Holiday  Live"  it  is  obvi¬ 
ous  that  Gonsalves  knows  other  ladders  to 
“heaven.”  And  in  this  marvelous  book  he 
offers  us  all  a  boost  up.  □ 

Rebellion 

Continued  from  page  7 

She  says  she  began  to  change  when  she 
“jumped  from  [her]  edge  outside  [her]  self 
into  radical  change,  for  love  —  simply  love 
—  for  [her] self  and  for  other  women.”  This 
love  led  her  to  work  against  racism  and  anti- 
Semitism,  as  well  as  sexism.  Minnie  Bruce 
Pratt’s  story  is  one  of  conscious  life,  of 
choosing  to  consider  the  acts  of  how  one 
greets  others  on  the  street,  how  one  spends 
money  in  the  supermarket,  how  one  can 
affect  change  in  simple  ways. 

These  are  not  essays  that  will  lead  you  to 
jump  to  your  feet  in  a  rebel  yell.  Rebellion  is, 
rather,  a  quiet  adult  reconsidering  the  maps 
in  a  child’s  Bible  and  understanding  the  anti- 
Semitism  sketched  there.  It  is  one  woman 
questioning  her  heroes,  discovering  that  the 
“will  to  endure  is  still  not  the  same  as  the 
will  to  change,  the  true  rebellion.”  It  is  the 
voice  of  another  human  who  will  not  sing 
“Dixie.”  □ 
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power,  here — to  heal  or  destroy.  The  MD.  is 
also  about  “health"  itself. 

Fiction,  by  its  typical  nature  as  a  linear 
narration,  usually  concerns  itself  with  char¬ 
acters  or  events  that  exist  in  either  harmony 
or  collision  with  one  another.  In  The  MD., 
Disch  has  established  the  idea  of  health  as 
not  only  a  theme — as  well  as  a  transient  slate 
of  being  for  each  of  the  people  who  live  in 
this  novel — but  as  a  character  or  event  in  and 
of  itself.  It  is  difficult  to  think  of  other  fic¬ 
tions — sections  of  The  Magic  Mountain ,  per¬ 
haps,  or  Camille  or  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes’ 
curiously  forgotten  Elsie  Venner — in  which 
the  notion  of  health  itself  becomes  so  palpa¬ 
bly  and  viscerally  potent 

There  have  been  many  fictional  responses 
to  AIDS,  and  most  of  them,  like  Paul  Reed’s 
Facing  It  or  John  Weir’s  The  Irreversible 
Decline  of  Eddie  Sockett,  have  been  straight¬ 
forward  works  of  social  realism  that  focus  on 
the  material  and  emotional  specifics  of  a  life. 
Disch  is  trying  for  something  grander  here,  a 
new  literary/allegorical  vision  of  how  AIDS 
effects  not  only  our  lives  but  our  ways  of 
thinking  and  imagining  the  world. 
Traditional  narrative  techniques  often  pall  in 
the  face  of  overwhelming  social  disaster  and 
Disch  has  turned  to  the  horror  genre  to  find  a 
new  way  of  finding  and  telling  an  emotional 
truth  about  AIDS.  Despite  cloaking  itself  in 
the  shrouds  of  the  penny-dreadful  thriller, 
there  is  nothing  ephemeral  or  trivializing 
about  The  MD.  Thomas  Disch  has  fashioned 
a  terrifying  and  emotionally  devastating 
glimpse  of  a  world  in  which  health  and  ill¬ 
ness  are  controlled  by  the  whims  and  impuls¬ 
es  of  those  with  power:  a  horror  story  for  our 
times.  □ 

Abortion 

Continued  from  page  5 

NARAL  could  not  give  specifics  on  state 
legislation. 

Abortion  rights  in  Mass. 

While  Massachusetts  may  be  considered 
more  liberal  than  some  states,  it  became  one 
of  the  first  states  to  pass  parental  consent 
restrictions,  which  remain  in  place  today. 

Recent  efforts  to  enact  legislation  protect¬ 
ing  abortion  rights  have  been  scuttled,  as 
they  have  in  other  areas,  by  Catholic  and 
other  religious  leaders.  “We  cannot  even  get 
a  Victim’s  Compensation  Act  passed" 
(which  would  allow  rape  victims  to  receive 
compensation  for  counseling  on  abortion), 
said  Zucker  of  Boston  NOW.  “The  Catholic 
Church  hierarchy  has  been  able  to  scuttle 
[pro-choice  legislation].”  A  legislative  pack¬ 
age  protec ing  abortion  rights  has  been  intro¬ 
duced  and  defeated  repeatedly  since  1989.  It 
was  introduced  again  by  Gov.  Weld  on  Jan. 
23. 

Limiting  access  is  one  way  states  encroach 
on  the  right  to  abortion.  Massachusetts  is  one 
of  12  states  that  does  provide  state  Medicaid 
funding  for  abortion.  Zucker  recounted,  “The 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  found  a  woman’s 
right  to  privacy  and  to  abortion  in  our  state 
constitution  [and  that  that  right]  could  not  be 
discriminated  against  because  of  one’s  abili¬ 
ty  to  pay.” 

Another  problem  states  face  is  the  lack  of 
support  of  the  governor  and  other  officials. 
While  Massachusetts  Attorney  General  Scott 
Harshbarger  has  said  he  will  file  a  friend-of- 
the-court  brief  in  support  of  abortion  rights, 
according  to  the  Boston  Globe,  Zucker  and 
others  criticize  Weld  for  his  mediocre  sup¬ 
port  of  women’s  rights.  “We  need  to  pressure 
Weld,  who  is  willing  to  have  nice  press  con¬ 
ferences,  to  twist  arms  [of  anti-choice  or 
fence  sitting  legislators],”  she  said.  “Weld 
needs  to  take  a  stand  to  protect  pro-choice 
issues,  including  AFDC  Clothing  allowances 
to  arable  womoi  to  raise  children.  He  has  to 
provide  the  conditions  under  which  women 
are  able  to  choose.” 

A  broad  agenda 

NOW’s  Dempsey  outlined  the  work  to 
come:  “We  will  be  doing  everything  from 
vigils,  to  speakouts  around  the  country. 
We’re  hoping  to  bring  in  the  largest  march 
this  city  has  ever  seen...  on  April  5  [the  date 
for  the  national  pro-choice  march  and  rally]. 
We’ll  be  doing  continued  street  action,  and 
coordinating  a  pledge  of  resistance;  as  well 
as  lobbying  and  concentrating  on  putting  as 
many  pro-choice  and  women  candidates  in 
office  as  possible. 

“There  are  approximately  100  new  con¬ 
gressional  seats  opening  up  because  of  redis- 
tricing,  and  we  want  to  fill  than  with  candi¬ 
dates  who  have  a  progressive  women’s  rights 
agenda,  lesbian  and  gay  rights  and  economic 
empowerment,”  Dempsey  said. 

— Filed  from  Boston 
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Disching 

Continued  from  page  7 

ing  in  The  MD. — Dr.  Michaels  is  ultimately 
responsible  for  ARVIDS,  a  post-AIDS 
plague — it  is  clearly  the  spark  that  ignites  the 
book’s  apocalyptic  vision.  Disch  has  never 
shied  away  from  difficult  subjects  and  The 
M.D.  is  no  exception.  One  of  the  many 
themes  running  through  The  M.D.  is  the 
inextricable  interweaving  of  health  and  ill¬ 
ness.  While,  on  one  level,  Disch  is  concerned 
with  the  question  of  who  has  the  ability — the 

COMMUNITY  NEWS  •  JANUARY  26-FEBRUARY  1.  1992  •  9 


A: 


Q:  Oral  skills  not  what 
they  used  to  be? 

Do  the  GCN  Personal  thing. 


COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


Hothead 


Continued  from  page  1 

easy  to  see  why.  She  battles  the  onslaught  of 
sexist,  racist,  homophobic  images  that  she, 
and  indeed  we  all,  are  confronted  with  daily. 
In  magazines,  on  the  television,  in  the 
movies,  on  her  own  street  comer,  there  is  a 
ceaseless  attack  on  her  ego  and  sensibilities. 
Hothead's  mission  is  to  settle  the  score,  for 
all  of  us.  No  easy  job.  To  try  to  relax. 
Hothead  takes  bubble  baths  and  hangs  out 
with  her  cat.  Chicken,  and  her  best  friend 
Roz.  They  alternately  humor  her  and  try  to 
support  her  and  validate  her  experiences. 

Luckily,  Hothead  is  not  alone  in  her  anger. 
Recently,  there  have  been  several  fictitious 
champions  of  the  feminist  cause.  Women  are 
finding  their  way  to  the  d'lwingboard  with 
poison  drafting  pens  to  “s  ak  the  rage,"  as 
DiMassa  describes  it.  F?  agraphic  Books 
has  put  out  some  comics  •  at  address  these 
same  issues.  Most  notable  .  artist  Roberta 
Gregory’s  Naughty  Bits.  N  ighty  Bits  cen¬ 
ters  around  a  character,  Bitchv  Bitch,  who  is 
very  similar  to  Hothead.  Although  Bitchy- 
Bitch  is  not  a  lesbian,  she  is  every  bit  as  fed 
up  and  almost  as  enraged.  So,  I  think  it  is 
safe  to  assume  that  the  people  who  whined 
that  Thelma  A  Louise  was  a  load  of  man-hat¬ 
ing  shit  with  gratuitous  violence  ain't  seen 
nothing  yet. 


things  sssm  to  bs  happening  simulta¬ 
neously,  Independent  of  each  other. 
So,  I  wondered  when  you  first 
conceived  of  the  Hothead  character 
and  what  was  going  on  with  you  at 
the  time? 

Diane  DiMassa:  Well,  when  I  first  con¬ 
ceived  of/created  Hothead,  it  was  really  in 
the  raw.  She  wasn’t  even  named  Hothead  or 
anythin*.  Let’s  see,  what  did  I  call  it?  It  was 
called  Homicidal  Lesbian  Fantasy  or  some¬ 
thing  like  that.  It  was  actually  three  scratched 
pages  in  this  sketch  book  and  I  did  it  three 
years  ago.  I  just  did  it  because  anger  has 
always  been  an  ongoing  theme  with  me,  so  I 
was  drawing  and  writing  a  lot  about  it  in  an 
effort  to  get  the  anger  out. 

At  one  point  years  ago  I  actually  lived  this 
stuff  (as  far  as  what  my  coping  abilities 
woe).  I’m  in  recovery.  I've  obviously  found 
ways  to  deal  with  my  anger.  Once  I  got  far 
enough  away  from  that  fireball,  I  could  see 
things  in  a  way  that  I  wasn’t  able  to  before.  I 
was  able  to  be  more  constructive. 

Before  that  I  had  planned  to  do  a  comic 
book,  but  getting  things  out  on  paper  was  a 
big  problem  for  me  for  a  long  time.  There 
were  always  these  blocks,  so,  I  put  it  aside 
for  a  really  long  time.  It  wasn’t  entirely 
formed  in  my  head,  but  I  knew  I  wanted  to 
do  a  book. 


Adrianna  Alty:  Whan  dkf  you  first  cor>- 
cslvs  of  Hothaad?  1  ask  because  there 
Is  this  theme  In  film  and  other  art- 
forms  of  women  committing  violence 
that  la  cropping  up  Independent  of 
eech  other.  The  most  famous  example 
la  tha  film  Thelma  A  Louise  .  So,  I’ll 
call  It  the  "Thelma  and  Louise  thing.” 
Some  people  are  calling  It  “reverse 
aexlsm.”  I  personally  don't  think  there 
Is  a  such  thing  In  this  particular  soci¬ 
ety,  but  anyway. 

I  know,  however,  that  the  release  of 
Hothead  predates  TSL  by  several 
months  and  that  there  are  many  more 
women  expressing  these  sentiments. 
But  It's  Interesting  that  all  these 


So  you  always  wanted  to  do  a  comic 
book,  that’s  a  medium  you’re  drawn 
to? 

Yes,  I  always  did  comics  when  I  was  a  kid 
growing  up.  I  was  the  one  who  had  the  note¬ 
book  that  was  filled  to  the  brim,  the  margins 
of  the  page,  the  covers  with  everything.  I 
drew  my  teachers  and  my  friends  and  it  was 
just  something  I  did  without  really  thinking 
much  about  it 

The  reason  I  ask  that  Is  because — and 
I'm  making  a  sweeping  generalization 
now — but  when  people  think  of  comic 
books  they  think  “white  male,  teenage 
boy." 


Oh,  yeah,  definitely. 

Continued  on  page  1 1 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerty  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

ALCOHOL/DR  UO 
TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

7  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-0900x413 

ARCHITECTS 

MUL  LIKEN  ARCHITECTS  NC. 
161  Mass.  Avs..  Sulla  312 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)266-1123 
Jeffrey  Mulliken,  AIA 

AUTO  BODY 

Did  you  know  you  a n  not 
roquirod  to  hava  your  car 
repaired  at  an  inataanc* 
racommandad  repair  shop? 
JACK'S  AUTOBOOY 
guarantees  all  work  lor  2 
years.  Come  see  us  for  ail  of 
your  auto  needs  (617)  320- 
9835, 9-6  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge,  MA 

(617)868-3392 

T,  W,  F.  Sat:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  •Parts  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boylston  SL 
Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 

186  Hanpehlre  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  SL 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

BAB  CLEAMNG 
SERVICE ,  INC. 

Commercial  A  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod  24  Hour 
Beeper  Service:  1-606202- 
8629  (508)  295-6340 
Excellent  References  - 
We  do  windowsi 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
CambrkJge/Somervllle 
References  available 
(617)  623-0266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 

General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded.  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Gerald  Malison.  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker.  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St..  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

BELLV1LLE  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square  and 
Stonebam.  MA 
(617)438-8155 

EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL. 

M-Ed.  Anorexia.  Bulimia. 


Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Cocple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Individual  couples,  and  group 
counseling  for  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  7  Haviland  St. 
Boston.  M A  02115 
(617)  267-0900  x302 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Cent  re,  Tim  Rodden, 
MDiv  -  547-5338.  Mark 
Crosby,  MOIv  - 944-3341, 
Gay  affirmative  Pastoral 
counseling/  Psychotherapy 

GREATER  PROVDENCE  AREA 

Roe  Johnson.  LICSW 
(401)727-4749 
Psychotherapy  A  Consultation 

JACOUEUNE 
HANNK5AH,  LICSW 

HIV+?  Depressed?  Let's  tak. 
Supportive  Gay  and  Lesbian 
therapy.  (508)  922-6613 
Sliding  scalar  Insurance 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St..  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
(617)776-9232 

DR  LAURIE  LIVINGSTON 

Licensed  peychoioglst 
Anxiety.  Phobia.  Stress 
1131  Beacon  SI.  Sulla  1 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  734-5779 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted.  Fees 
Negotiable 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D.  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

TAPESTRY,  INC 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA 
(617)661-0248 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSK1NOFF, 
UCSW 

Indlv.  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  Irom  abuse,  shame, 
Incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brig  hi  on  484-1563 

WOMEN'S  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR  RTCHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  M  A  02136 
(617)364-5500 

DR  JOHN  BARNA 

581  Boylston  SI.  4th  floor 
Boston.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 

ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTRTCAL  WIRING  A 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA  Within 
100-mile  radius  of  Boston. 
24-hr.  service 1-800- 383- 2978 
MA  lei  A7299  ■  NH  Ik*  3697 
ME  Rc#3269  DVB/A  P.WaJach 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  Ml.  Auburn  SL 
Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)9264289 


HAIR  SALONS 

8.  CUMMINGS 

309  Shasrmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  3365356 
Wed. -Sat.  166 

HEALTH 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Primary  health  care, 
counseling.  HIV  care.  HIV 
testing,  women's  health  care 
7  Haviand  St 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy. 
Bodywork.  Movement. 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  2868122.  M-Th.  12-7 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 

STD  clinic  lor  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)4367588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR  DAVID  A  RUSSELL 

A  gay  physician  specializing 
In  health  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUMTY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture,  Chiropractic. 
Massage.  Polarity 
7  Haviand  St.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-0900  X269 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bl  weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)7762271 

INSURANCE 

0AV1D  L  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston.  MA  02105 
1-806352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOO 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence.  MA  01840 
(500)  6867678 

JOB  COUNSELING 

He|>  Irom  hands-on  pubic/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner- author -UnV 
comm' Is  actor.  Free  brochure 
&  introductory  session. 
Cambridge/ Boston 
(617)8668448 

LAWYERS 

LE WINGER  MASON  A 
DUFFY,  P.C. 

Hlngham,  Ma.  (617)  7461001 
(508)  224-6060 
Serving  Boston,  South  Shore 
to  Provlncetown 

LIMOUSINE 

SERVICE 

QUALITY  UMOUSINE 
Boston’s  only  all-gay 
Imouslne  service.  Senring  the 
gay  &  lesbian  community  In 
greater  Boston.  (617)  361-1546 

MEDIATION 

CENTRE  FOR  MEDIATION 
Mediation  services  lor 
unmarried  couples,  custody, 
property,  dteoiutbns. 
(617)9661700 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  SL 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)524-6822 


PROFESSIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

THE  GREATER  BOSTON 
BUSINESS  COUNCIL 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
business  and  the  professions 
■Boston's  Gay  Chamber  of 
Commerce-  24-hour  hotlne 
(617)  4467872 

PROSPERITY 

BSD  MONEY  IN  ACTION 
TAPE .  Makbg  the  law  ol 
tenfold  return  work  tor  you. 
$12.96.  Mller.  Box  6211, 
Chula  Vista.  CA  91 906001 5. 
No  checks  please,  cash  or 
M.O.  tor  quick  reply. 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 

Full  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Baktlle.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  021X 
(617)522-0020 

ERA  PLEASANT  REALTY 

713  Centre  St. 

Boston  .  MA  021 X 

(617)  5224600 

Trisha  Soib.  Janet  Deegan 

SALEM:  Renovated,  epecioue 

Victorian  1/2  house  6  attic. 

3+  Brs.  slale  roof.  Ip.  near 
college.  IXs.  call  Into 
(506)  7456667 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  71  KVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11,  Cambridge.  MA 
0223B  Events  phone: 

(617)  92625X 

RESUMES 

SMART  RESUMES 

Boston.  MA 

338  Newbury  SL 

(617)  5360169 

Best  Prices,  great  service. 

Same-day  service  available 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 

761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA021X 
(617)  96695X 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  167,  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/  AUDITING/ 

BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL  PLANNING 

holus  McGuire,  cpa 
Taxes,  financial  planning 
646  Mason  Rd.  Milord.  NH 
03055  •  (603)  6724092 

ULLIAN  GONZALEZ 
Csrliled  Pubic  Accountant 
868  Washington  St. 

Dedham.  MA  02026 
(617)  461-0098 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert  Financial  Planner 
X  Ashcroft  SI. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA 
021X  (617)  524-7565 

TRAVEL 

PTOWWS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  baths.  Fireplaces.  Ful 
breakfast.  Cottages.  1  block 
to  beach,  5  min  wak  to  shops 
(506)487-1616 

WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INOKSO  -  A  CXJb  for  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(817)  497- 72X  Th.4,  PM-2 
AM.  F  4  PM-2  AM.  SaL  9  PM- 
2  AM,  Sun.  9  PM- 1  AM 


Caribbean  Sailing  Adventure  Belize  Style! 

Timeless  Tours  is  booking  a  limited  number  of  10-day 
sailing/camping  excursions  to  Belize.  Tour  remote 
islands  and  jungle  rivers  of  this  Central  American  par¬ 
adise  aboard  Juanita,  a  38-foot  schooner.  We  provide  the  basics,  you 
decide  the  rest.  Price  is  $60  per  person/day,  $55  for  three  or  more  peo- 
ple/day.  Openings  available  between  Dec.  and  May. 

Contact  Captain  C.,  at  1-800-370-0142,  or  write  to: 


1 


Timeless  Tours 

2304  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02140 


Q:  ORAL  SKILLS  NOT  WHAT  THEY  USE  O  BE? 
A:  DO  THE  GCN  PERSONAL  THING. 


NEWS 


February  16  •  Girls'  Night  Out  reunion 
(first  performance  in  2  years)  •  8-piece  all 

FEMALE  BAND  •  CALL  FOR  ADDITIONAL  DETAILS 

UP/SYNCH  next  Thursday  with 

$100  CASH  PRIZE  TO  BEST  PERFORMER. 


Ami  Wright  will  have  her  art  displayed  in  the 
Indigo  Art  Gallery  during  the  month  of  February 

No  Cover  on  Thursdays 
No  Cover  'til  10:30  on  Fridays  &  Saturdays 


hm  CAMBRIDGE,  MA.  ■ 

Thu  4pm-2am.  Fri  4pm-2am.  Sat  9pm-2am 
823  Main  Street,  Cambridge.  MA  617.497.7200 


“LOVE,  PASSION,  AND  GREED— 

MAY  WELL  EQUAL  THE  SUCCESS  Of  “PARIS  IS  BURNING.’ 

‘BLACK  LIZARD*  IS  A  HOOT!” 

Tmtetrt  Canby.  !Hf  HEW  TOM  TIMES 


(( 


NAUGHTY  JAPANESE  NOIRI 

LIKE  SOMETHING  BY  ALMODOVAR  OR  JOHN  WATERS!” 

“A  DELIRIOUS  DELIGHT! 

A  JAPANESE  ‘BEYOND  THE  VALLEY  OF  THE  DOLLS.’  BATHED  IN 
PSYCHEDELIC  COLORS,  THE  MOVIE  IS  A  LOT  OF  FUN!” 

Dennis  Dermody,  PAPER  Magazine 


“FUN  &  OVERHEATED!” 

j»i  Bernard,  HfWlORK  P00. 

“GIDDILY  HAYWIRE!” 

■  ju^  Sc0*ife  SAK  HWKJSCO 

“TOKYO-A-GO-GO!” 

Sfejdren  Sdwff,  WNITY  EAtR  . 


HttSFNTH)* 

SHOCHIKU  GfiANDSCOPE 


starring  AKIHIRO  MARUYAMA  ISAO  KMJRA  YLIKIO  MISHIMA 
direct®*  K1NJ1  FUKASAKU 

©1991  ONEV1STA.  INC  ALL  RIGHTS  RESERVED 


CCCUD6E  CORNER 
-==  'ETC  AIRE  =  ' 


290  Harvard  Street  •  Brookline,  MA  02146  •  734-2500 
Exclusive  Limited  Engagement: 
Showtimes  daily:  3:20,  6:00,  9:10,  10:45 


Hothead 

Continued  from  page  10 

At  least  until  tha  last  few  years  with 
the  arrival  of  Love  and  Rockets,  Neat 
Stuff,  Naughty  Bits  and  others  of  the 
Fantagraphlc  Novels,  the  sort  of  audi¬ 
ence  the  comic  book  has  been  geared 
to  has  been  white  male  and  actually 
quite  misogynist.  One  doesn't  really 
think  of  comic  books  as  having  a 
female  audience.  So,  I  was  wondering 
If  you  think  that  your  book  crosses 
over  Into  that  audience  that  seems  to 
really  Ilka  comics  and  reada/collects  a 
lot  of  comics.  Do  you  want  that 
crossover? 

Well,  I  don' t  think  I  was  drawn  to  create  a 
comic  book  because  I  thought  I  could  create 
a  balance  in  an  area  that  was  overrun,  like  all 
areas,  by  white  boys.  But  that’s  an  interest¬ 
ing  question,  hmmm.  When  I  was  growing 
up  I  was  absolutely  addicted  to  Mad  maga¬ 
zine.  I  did  like  Spiderman  and  all  of  that 
stuff  too,  but  not  as  much.  I  mean,  I  was  cer¬ 
tainly  too  young  to  realize  how  sexist  it  was. 

I  mostly  don’t  pay  a  lot  of  attention  to  the 
comic  books  that  are  out  there. 

Actually,  I  picked  up  Love  and  Rockets 
not  too  long  ago  because  I  heard  how  great  it 
was.  To  tell  you  the  truth  I  felt  like  I  had  got¬ 
ten  pawed  by  a  guy  after  I  finished  reading 
it.  I  have  to  admit  I  was  not  that  impressed. 
Really,  I  wasn’t.  The  artwork  is  great,  but  it 
isn’t  something  I  would  buy  or  read  again 
soon.  I  try  not  to  flood  myself  with  every¬ 
thing  that  is  out  there.  You  know,  90  percent 
of  the  comics  that  are  out  there  really  bore 
me,  to  be  honest.  What  was  the  second  part 
of  the  question? 

Do  you  think  you  thoro  Is  a  greater 
crossover  with  those  that  do  read/col¬ 
lect  a  lot  of  comics,  and  do  you  want 
that  crossover? 

The  people  who  like  comics?  I  don’t 
know,  I  don’t  really  care.  I’ll  tell  you,  this 
started  out  as  a  self-serving  project  It  creat¬ 
ed  itself  to  the  point  that  it  is  now.  I  really 
didn’t  set  out  thinking  that  I  would  have  this 
publishing  company  and  market  this  product 
Or  even  if  I  would  be  successful,  actually. 
The  first  thing  I  did  was  four  pages  of 
Hothead  Poison  and  I  did  it  mainly  for  my 
journal  and  those  actually  are  the  first  four 
pages  of  Issue  One. 

Stacey  and  I  thought  that  I  should  go 
ahead  and  get  a  comic-full  and  then  maybe 
we  would  print  it  up  at  the  local  printers.  We 
thought  it  would  be  a  lot  of  fun.  The  bottom 
line  that  1  try  to  remember  when  I’m  creating 
is  where  this  comes  from.  You  obviously  get 
a  lot  of  shit  when  you’re  dealing  with  this 
kind  of  material  or  else  you  get  people  who 
are  really  enthusiastic.  You  aren’t  dealing 
with  a  lot  of  gray  areas.  So,  I  constantly  try 
to  remind  myself  not  to  worry  about  what 
someone  is  going  to  think,  whether  I’m 
going  to  offend  someone,  and  not  censor 
myself  at  all  because  then  it  wouldn’t  be 
Hothead. 

And  have  you  gotten  a  lot  of  shit? 

The  responses  I’ve  gotten  have  been  most¬ 
ly  positive.  I’ve  gotten  a  couple  of  negatives 
and  hundreds  of  “yeahs.”  Every  “yeah”  I  get 
is  a  perk  because  mostly  my  responsibility  is 
to  myself.  I’ve  developed  a  wonderful  net¬ 
work,  a  lot  of  people  say,  “Thank  you  for 
saying  this  for  me,"  and  “Thank  you  for 
doing  this,  you  speak  the  rage  so  well.”  I  feel 
such  warmth  for  them  and  from  them. 

I  think  the  fun  part  for  me,  is  what  you 
refereed  to,  this  “reverse  sexism.”  It  abso¬ 
lutely  is.  Hothead  is  completely  irresponsible 
and  doesn’t  have  a  clue  that  her  actions  per¬ 
petuate  the  very  thing  she  hates  so  much  and 
is  completely  politically  incorrect  I  wouldn’t 
have  her  any  other  way.  That’s  the  way  for 
me  to  really  get  the  anger  out,  to  really  get 
the  fantasy  out.  You  just  drop  everything. 
Your  immediate  gut  response,  yes,  is  violent; 
it  is  the  very  thing  you  don't  want  to  do.  But 
she  goes  so  crazy  because  she  doesn't  know 
any  better. 

And  than  you  hava  Chlckan  and  Roz 
to  kind  of  ralgn  her  In  a  little  bit. 

[laughs]  Yeah. 

They  can  glva  har  a  bubbla  bath  or 
maka  har  aoma  taa  or  aomething 

Some  women,  lesbians  I’m  talking  about, 
are  very  anti-any  type  of  violent  imagery, 
any  imagery  of  male  genitalia,  they  just  shut 
the  door.  They  think  that  I  am  really  Hothead 
in  real  life.  I’m  not.  This  is  a  fantasy,  but  it 
does  come  from  a  very  real  place  and  the 
women  who  don’t  want  to  look  and  see, 
well.... 

They're  not  really  being  truthful?  Not 
facing  thoaa  real  feelings? 

Well,  for  myself  I  try  to  be  really  open 
minded  even  about  the  things  that  I  hate  and 
realize  that  there’s  a  lot  of  people  on  this 
planet  and  they  are  all  different  and  every¬ 
body  has  different  agendas  and  there’s  a  little 
space  of  mine  where  I’m  helping  some 
women  make  it  through  the  day.  I’m  meeting 
them  and  connecting.  I’m  giving  [some  of 
them]  strength  where  there  wasn’t  any  a  few 
minutes  ago.  That’s  a  lot 
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Oh,  I  agres.  ft's  Interesting  that  there 
Is  this  controvsrsy  around  tha  rags 
that  woman  hava,  tha  completely  Jus¬ 
tified  sort  of  reaction  that  woman  are 
having  to  taka  tha  kind  of  crap  we  all 
hava  to  deal  with  In  this  society.  But 
at  tha  same  time,  Ilka  you  said,  a  lot 
of  people  don’t  really  want  to  sea  that 
sort  of  violent  reaction,  they  don’t  like 
that. 

I  do  feel  that  I  have  a  reponsibility  to  do 
things  for  gay  people  and  myself  in  the  most 
productive  way  possible  and  in  a  way  that 
provides  some  cohesion.  But  Hothead  is 
obviously  such  a  farce.  If  I  was  saying  inside 
the  front  and  back  covers  “Listen,  all  you 
women  go  out  and  buy  guns  and  go  get  some 
target  practice,  you  really  have  to  do  this....” 
That  would  be  different.  I’m  not.  Hopefully, 
everyone  who  is  reading  realizes  that  I’m  not 
advocating  this  stuff  for  real.  I  think  so  far 
this  has  been  the  case.  I  hope  that  some  19- 
year-old  lesbian  doesn’t  get  carried  away  and 
really  take  this  as  an  example.  I  try  to  put  a 
lot  of  humor  into  it  and  I  print  the  letters 
because  they’re  real. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  I  went  through  a  brief 
period,  about  a  week  there,  where  my  bound¬ 
aries  got  really  fuzzy  (like  I  said  in  the  intro¬ 
duction).  Like  when  the  ventriloquist  doesn't 
know  which  one  is  the  dummy  anymore. 
And  actually  it  happened  to  be  after  I  saw 
Thelma  and  Louise.  You  know,  the  last  scene 
where  they’re  in  the  car  and  you  felt  like  you 
were  in  the  car  with  them  and  your  knees  got 
weak  and  all  that?  [/augAs] 

I  started  to  realize  that  I  could  use  this  lit¬ 
tle  vehicle  of  mine  for  evil  intent  if  I  wanted 
to.  I  started  to  wonder  how  much  I  could  get 
women  going,  particularly  younger  lesbians 
who  are  not  used  to  being  in  the  closet,  who 
are  militant  about  their  protesting  and  being 
out  and  all  that.  I  wondered  how  easily  peo¬ 
ple  could  ignite,  you  know?  I  really  did  won¬ 
der  what  was  the  right  thing  to  do.  I  thought, 
“Maybe  we  should  keep  our  rage  bottled  up? 
I  wonder  what  would  happen  if!”  Luckily  I 
got  a  hold  of  myself  before  anything  weird 
happened. 

Personally,  I’m  glad  to  hear  that  most 
of  the  letters  you  get  from  women 
have  been  positive  because  I  remem¬ 
ber  in  the  back  of  Number  Two  where 
you  have  a  place  for  letters.  Hothead 
wrote  “Oh,  our  first  two  fan  letters  are 
fi%m  boys  and  Chicken  the  cat,  says, 
“That’s  good  news,  Mom.”  I  wondered 
what  you  meant  by  that?  If  you 
thought  women  didn't  Ilka  your  work, 
or  couldn't  appreciate  It  for  many  of 
the  reasons  you  were  lust  talking 
about? 

No,  I  wondered,  too,  after  I  got  those  first 
two  letters  and  that  was  all  I  heard.  But  in 
the  end„  I  did  get  a  handful  of  letters  from 
gay  guys  that  have  been  really  great,  they’re 
just  totally  supportive.  They  love  it,  but  let¬ 
ters  are  mostly  from  women.  I  think  the 
women  I  get  letters  from  are  just  very  aware, 
conscious,  down-to-earth  people  living  their 
everyday  lives 

How  much  responsibility  should 
artists,  visual  or  otherwise,  have  to 
their  “community”  beyond  what  Just 
cornea  out?  You  are  obviously  deal¬ 
ing  with  “queer”  subject  matter. 
You’ve  created  this  character,  but  did 
you  feel  any  of  that  “responsibility"  or 
is  tha  responsibility,  like  you  said, 
mostly  to  yourself? 

Hmmmm. 

A  lot  of  people  have  strong  fssllngs 
about  the  Issue.  They  feel  that  If 
someone  Is  a  writer  or  an  artist  then 
they  have  a  responslbllty  to  their  per¬ 
ceived  “community.”  Of  course, 
someone’s  work  Is  going  to  be 
Informed  by  their  politics  or  whether 
they’re  queer,  but  not  everyone 
chooses  to  make  those  aspects  of 
their  work  so  “visible,”  to  deal  so 
directly  with  queer  Issues.  I  guess 
what  I'm  asking  Is  how  you  feel  about, 
and  to  what  extent,  you  can  force 
that? 

For  example,  you  can  go  to  an 
exhibition  or  a  film  show  for  gay  and 
lesbian  work,  or  you  can  pick  up  a 
gay/lesbian  novel,  but  very  often  they 
era  quite  bad.  Sometimes  these 
depictions  we  look  for  are  not  always 
"real,”  they  don’t  resonate.  They’re 
contrived  and  that,  coupled  with  poor 
craftsmanalp  of  any  kind,  la  Just  a 
recipe  for  failure.  Anyway,  that’s  how  I 
feel,  and  ainca  I  struggle  with  this  as 
a  visual  artist  myself,  I  always  Ilka  to 
ask  people  what  they  think  about  It. 

It’s  interesting  that  you  bring  that  up.  First 
of  all,  1  hate  the  categorizing  of  everything. 
Even  while  I  see  that  there  is  a  need  for  visi¬ 
bility  and  gay-themed  art  shows,  among 
other  things.  I  do  think  that  some  things  real¬ 
ly  lose  quality.  I  hate  when  that  happens.  At 
the  [gay  and  lesbian  studies]  conference  at 
Rutgers  they  had  an  exhibit  and  it  was  excel¬ 
lent  and  I  was  really  impressed  because  of 
exactly  what  you’re  talking  about.  I  mean, 
sometimes  it’s  like,  “Gay  and  Lesbian 
Feces,”  let’s  make  a  show  out  of  it  ...  just 
because  it’s  gay. 

Things  are  so  overwhelming  right  now,  it 
Continued  on  backpage 
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SHARE  YOUR 
SECRET 
FANTASIES! 

1-800-555-7132 

LIVE 

24  HOURS 

ADULTS  OVER  18  ONLY 
BILLED  TO  YOUR  VISA/MC 

$  3.00  Per  Min. 


DO  YOU  LIKE  TO 
PLAY  ROUGH? 

1-800-238-3804 

i  LIVE 
~  24  HOURS 

S  ADULTS  OVER  It  ONLY 
co  BILLED  TO  YOUR  VISA/MC 


ADULTS  OVER  18  ONLY  •  BILLED  TO  YOUR  VISA/MC 


ARE  YOU  MAN 
ENOUGH 
FOR  ME  ?*  i 
1-800-553-71 

LIVE 

24  HOURS 


S3  Per  Min 


ADULTS  OVER  18  ONLY  •  BILLED  TO  YOUR  VISA'MC  W 


©NEN,  Inc.,  1991  Si. 95  min 


IVE 


ONE-TO-ONE 

VOICEMAIL 
PERSONALS  TOO! 

1-900 

776-0069 


1  -900-884-2288 


S2  min 


HAVE  SOME 
FUN! 


Personals 

Confessions 

Fantasies 


1  -900-FUN 


Gay  owned  and  operated  Customer  Service:  (305)  565-4455,  Ext  3172 


1-900-407-3900 

$2/min.  Must  be  18 


WHAT’S  YOUR  TYPE? 


You’ll  find  him  on 
CONNECTIONS  USA 
TALKING  PERSONALS 


®  •  Thousands  of  Voice  Ads 

•  Dozens  of  Categories 

•  Dates  and  Friends 

•  Phone  Numbers  OR  Voicemail 

•  WHY  SETTLE  FOR  LESS? 
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Personals 


Announcements 


Help  Wanted 


Volunteers 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to 
ZN  Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  Tliis  applies  to  GCN 
Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be 
addressed  to  GCN  boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue 
in  which  it  appears.  Check  carefully  to  be  sure 
you  have  the  correct  box  number  I 


MADONNA’S  ADDRESS? 

Send  SI  to  GCN  Box  13,  include  SASE.  Why 
not?  (26) 

MANE  MEN 

A  new  group  for  guys  with  a  passion  for  long 
hair.  Send  S.A.S.E.  to  PO  Box  231,  Station  B, 
Ottawa,  Ontario,  Canada,  K1P6C4.  (28) 


date  red  lipstick,  piereced  nipples  and  combat 
Been  around  the  block  a  few 


boots  in  a  woman, 
times?  Write  me:  GCN  Box  1999. 


(29) 


1992 

...a  brand  new  year  (sigh).  I'm  young,  single,  not 
white  and  relatively  free.  What  more  could  a  pro¬ 
gressive  gay  boy  ask  for?  A  little  romance?  A  lit¬ 
tle  fun?  Write.  GCN  Box  1 44  (27) 


Low  cost  matching  service  plus  will  find  “your 
stud”  for  199211  For  info  and  application,  write 
B.D.  Referrals,  251  W.  Central  St.,  Ste.  184 
Natick,  MA  01760.  (28) 


’T1 


Reach 
over  25,000 
potential 
valentines 
through 
one  GCN 
Personal  ad. 
Your  social  life 
may  never  be 
the  same. 


Buying  a  used  VW? 

Complete  Pre-purchase  Evaluation 
GOLF  •  JETTA  $5Q 


QUANTUM 


(J5j 


Form  arty  Coop  Garage 


We  service 
NISSAN  •  HONDA  • 
SAAB  ‘TOYOTA 
VW  •  VOLVO 

106  Pleasant  Street 
Watertown  Square 
(617)  923-0941 


I’VE  GOT  THE  FEVER 

Couldn’t  get  it  up  with  a  crane.  Hope  to  be  better 
by  next  week.  Send  all  male,  nekkid  photos  to 
cheer  me  up  up  up  GCN  Box  358 

A  TOUCH  OF  OAY 

Gay  male  deadhead  in  Cambridge  looking  for 
friends.  Write:  Isaac  Jackson,  MIT  Station,  PO 
Box  241,  Cambridge,  MA  02139.  I  NEED  A 
MIRACLE!  (28) 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund  •  Barbara  Macy 
•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 

Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relationships*  Discrimination  •  Probate  of  Estates  • 
Driving  Under  the  Influence  •  Business 
Representation  •  Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracitice  of  Law  •  Condo 
Conversion 

529  Newbury  SL.  •  Boston  •  (617)  266-0760 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  CLASSIFIEDS 

HEADLINE  ( optional) 

BOLD _ 

max.  30  characters 

FLAMER _ 

max.  20  characters 

COPY  *  _ 


BASIC  COST 

□  Business: 

$10  for  1st  25  words;  .50t  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

□  Non-Business; 

$7  for  1st  25  words;  25 1  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

HEADLINES 

□  Flamer  $3.50  x _ (number  of  runs) 

□  Bold  $2.00  x _  (number  of  runs) 

DISCOUNTS 

10-20  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

21-30  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

31+  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

BOX  SERVICE 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $7  for  six  weeks 

BOXED  DISPLAY  CLASSIFIEDS 

□  $20  per  column  inch, _ inches  x  $20 

TOTAL 


CATEOORY 


L  □ 

PERSONALS 

$ 

□ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

□ 

HELP  WANTED 

$ 

□ 

HOUSING  WANTED 

□ 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

.  □  APARTMENTS 

* 

□ 

VACATIONS 

$ 

□ 

MASSAGE 

S 

$ 

□ 

FOR  SALE 

□ 

PUBLICATIONS 

$ 

$ 

□ 

ORGANIZATIONS 

□ 

SERVICES 

$ 

□ 

MOVERS 

C 

D 

OTHER 

Name _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ Phone _ 

Deadline  for  Classifieds  is  Friday  at  3  pm.  for  the  next  Friday's  edition.  All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 
All  display  ads  must  be  camera  ready  unless  alternative  plans  have  been  made.  No  ads  accepted 
over  the  telephone.  Please  dip  and  return  this  ad  form  with  payment  to  GCN  Classifieds,  62  Berkley 
St.,  Boston,  MA,  02116.  Visa/ MasterCard  accepted. 


ADMINISTRATIVE  COORDINATOR 

Progressive  politics,  experience  required.  Half 
time,  $9,500+  good  benefits.  CPPAX,  25  West 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02111  by  1/16/92.  Fundraisers, 
ad  seller  also  wanted.  Equal  opportunity  employ¬ 
er  (26) 


HELP  WANTED 

Personal  assistants  for  disabled  JP  lesbian 
activist.  Mon  8am-Wed  8am  (48  hrs)  $200/wk 
clear  or  alt.  wknds  Fri.  8am-Mon8am  (72  hrs) 
$325/wknd  clear.  Lifting,  driving,  personal  care. 
Min.  1  yr.  com.  Non-smoking,  light  sleeping 
woman  preferred.  (617)  525-0921  (27) 


QUEER  WRITER/EDITOR  WANTED 

Asst.  Editor  position  at  established,  expanding 
gay-lesbian  newspaper  in  Connecticut.  Must  be 
experienced  in  writing  for  gay  press,  willing  to 
cover  everything  from  local  politics  to  drag  show. 
Arts  coverage  background  helpful.  Opportunity  to 
get  in  on  ground  floor  and  create  newspaper  of 
quality.  Women  encouraged  to  apply.  Salary/ben¬ 
efits.  Send  resume/letter  to  William  Mann, 
Metroline,  495  Farmington,  Ave  Hartford  CT 
06105 


BROADWAY  BICYCLE  SCHOOL 

Looking  for  spring/summer  mechanics  (possibly 
longer).  Experience  preferred  but  will  train. 
Restaurant  or  retail  experience  helpful.  People  of 
color  and  women  encouraged.  Apply  now.  868- 
3392.  (27) 


GRASSROOTS  ORGANIZER 

Proven  organizer  needed  for  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force  Policy  Institute.  Work  at  stale 
and  local  level  in  the  areas  of  civil  rights,  sodomy 
repeal,  military  and  anti-gay/lesbian  violence. 
Salary  range  $28,000-$35,000  plus  generous  ben¬ 
efits.  Cover  letter  and  resume  by  Feb.  21  to: 
NGTLFPI,  Attn:  Grassroots  Organizer  Search, 
1734  14th  Street,  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009. 
EEO.  (27) 


HAWC,  a  progressive  non-profit  agency  working 
with  battered  women  and  their  children,  seeks  the 
following:  Program  Coordinator-Oversees  shelter 
and  direct  service  programs.  Requires  strong 
background  in  staff  supervision,  program  devel¬ 
opment  and  domestic  violence.  Housing 
Advocate:  Provides  advocacy  and  counseling  to 
owmenand  familities  in  the  shelter,  and  maintain 
housing  resources  and  referral  info.  Requires 
experience  providing  support  and  advoacy  to 
women,  preferably  in  a  domestic  violence  pro¬ 
gram.  Women  of  color  strongly  urged  to  apply. 
Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
Send  reume  and  cover  letter  to:  Executive 
Director,  Help  for  Abused  Women  and  Their 
Children,  9  Crombie  SL,  Salem,  MA  01970 


Primary  Care  Nurse 

Full-time  position  in  HIV  Treatment  and 
Nursing  Care  Center  for  nurse  with  BSN, 
one  year  medical  or  surgical  nursing 
experience;  home  or  ambulatory  care, 
and/or  chronic  illness  management 
background.  Providing  aerosol,  IV  and  oral 
therapies;  physical  assessments;  patient 
education.  Willing  to  work  as  part  of  an 
interdisciplinary  team  that  includes  other 
nurses,  medical  professionals,  social  workers, 
etc.  Must  be  comfortable  with  a  diverse 
patient  population  that  includes  ethnic, 
linguistic,  cultural  and  sexual  minorities. 
Especially  seeking  nurses  who  are 
bilingual  in  Spanish  and/or  French-Creole. 

Please  send  resume  to  Personnel,  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center,  7  Haviland 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115.  FCHC  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  equal  opportunity  employment. 
People  of  color,  women,  lesbians,  and  gay 
men  are  encouraged  to  apply. 

Fenway  Community 
Health  Center 


Yes,  we 

still  need 
money.... 

See  page  3  for  details 


Wanted 


DICTIONARIES 

We  need  them  for  the  prisoner  project  in  a  BIG 
way.  If  you  come  across  a  lot  of  cheap  diction¬ 
aries  (or  even  a  few)  and  want  to  sent  them  our 
way,  please  do.  They  are  invaluable  to  prisoners. 
They  can  be  dropped  off  at  the  Red  Bookstore  or 
at  GCN.  Please  call  426-4469  if  you  have  any 
questions. 


GCN  NEEDS  YOUR  HELP. 

GCN  began  as  a  volunteer  run  organization,  and 
we  still  depend  heavily  on  volunteers.  In  fact,  our 
survival  now  depends  on  more  people-powerl  To 
find  out  how  you  can  get  involved,  call  426-4469 
and  ask  for  a  volunteer  information  package.  This 
will  give  you  a  better  sense  of  how  our  office 
works  and  the  type  of  help  we  need.  Below  are 
some  critical  ways  to  get  involved  right  away. 


ANYONE  CAN  AUDIT. 

GCN  needs  volunteers  for  our  audit  of  the  1991 
books.  If  you  can  add,  you  are  qualified  to  help. 
Please  consider  giving  one  day  to  GCN  on  a 
Saturday.  Lunch  is  provided.  Learn  new  skills, 
meet  new  people,  and  provide  invaluable  help  to 
GCN. 


PLAN  A  BENEFIT 

Enter  the  thrilling  world  of  events  planning.  Gain 
valuable  experience  while  mobilizing  the  commu¬ 
nity  to  support  GCN. 


PURSUE  PROOFREADING 

GCN  always  needs  diligent  readers  to  make  sure 
no  typos  make  their  way  into  publication.  Are 
you  good  at  catching  errors?  This  job  might  pro¬ 
vide  unique  satisfaction  for  you.  Proofing  hap¬ 
pens  on  Weds  and  Thurs.  night  every  week. 


OUTWRITE’92  IN  BOSTON. 

OutWrite  ’92  Planning  Committee  seeks  eager 
beavers  and  diligent  domo  homos  to  serve  on 
conference  working  groups.  OutWrite  '92,  the 
national  lesbian  and  gay  writers  conference,  will 
be  here  March  20-22,  1992  in  Boston  and  will  be 
co-sponsored  by  Out! Look  and  Gay  Community 
News.  Call  Sue  at  695-0511. 


Apartments 


COZY  MOTHER-IN-LAW 

Dorchester  1  BR,  quiet  st.  off-sL  parking,  2  buses, 
security  system,  between  Meetinghouse/Jones 
Hills,  $425-$500  negotiable,  includes  all. 
References  required.  Michael  578-4790,  288- 
6085.  (27) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  2  BR 

in  2  family  house  on  safe,  quiet  dead-end  sL  Near 
pond,  arb,  T.  Hardwood  floors,  wainscoting,  EIK 
w/pantry.  LR/DR,  W/D  lesbian  own  +  occ.  Pets 
neg.  Non-smokers,  please.  $700+  522-2251.  (27) 


BEAUTIFUL  JP  APT 

5  rooms,  working  fireplace,  hardwood  and  lots  of 
sun  I  Near  Green  st  T,  in  great  neighborhood.  Pets 
OK,  avail  3/1.  $790.  983-9833. 


HOUSE  IN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Tired  of  apartment  life?  $1200  a  month  plus  util, 
gets  you  4  bR,  2  bath,  liv.,  din.,  kitch.,  laundry,  2 
car  pkg,  safe,  quiet  street  522-7920  (27) 


Roommate  Wanted 


3  lesbians  seek  fourth  for  excellent  Somerville 
apartment.  Halfway  between  Central  and  Harvard 
squares.  $187.5  plus  utilities.  Must  see  papier 
mkche  fireplace!  Available  now.  Lori  776-7123. 

(nr  27) 


NORTH  CAMBRIDGE 

LF  seeks  F  for  beautiful,  very  sunny  2  BR. 
Friendly,  quiet,  no  smoke,  min.  drugs/alc.  Hrdwd 
floors,  porches,  deck,  large  yard.  $375+,  poss. 
negotiable.  661-8957  (28) 


MEDFORD 

LF,  30,  seeks  housemate  for  a  huge  2  BR  apt.  in 
house.  Laundry,  near  Tufts  and  T.  $350,  391-1084 

(27) 


BROOKLINE  VILLAGE 

2  L  seek  L  27+  for  7  room  apt.  ample  space,  light, 
airy,  w/d  work  fir,  5  min  to  T  or  stores.  $333 
includes  heat/hw/gas,  prkg.  12  steppers,  recyclers 
welcome.  No  smoke  or  fur,  call  734-3536 
(28) 


TEELE  SQUARE,  SOMERVILLE 

3  lesbians  seek  4th  womanist/feminist  to  share  the 
fun  and  frustration  of  creating  a  home  communi¬ 
ty.  Feb.  $275+  628-7604  (28) 


QUIET  COUNTRY  RURAL  UVING. 

SLF  craftsperson  seeks  room  ate,  to  occupy  fur¬ 
nished  room,  shared  kitchen/bath  and 
washer/dryer.  Vegetarian  preferred,  no  smoking, 
no  drugs,  pets  negotiable.  55  minutes  north  of 
Boston.  15  minutes  to  commuter  rail.  (603)  432- 
1081.  Anytime.  (28) 


...Since  early 
childhood  people 
have  marveled  at 
your  Incredible 
stuffing  skills... 

Let  us  put  those  skills 
to  good  use.  Seriously, 
our  Circulation  dept, 
has  large  volume 
mailings  to  do  each 
and  every  week  we 
could  really  use  your 
help.  Call  Dawn  426- 
4469 
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Housing  Needed 


Roommates 


try  GCN>  s 

GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 

All  roommate  and  house¬ 
mate  ads  that  are  prepaid 
for  two  weeks 
we  will  run  until  you 
find  a  roommate. 

Ads  are  not  automatically  renewed. 
You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls 
for  renewals  will  be  accepted  on 
Fridays  until  3  pm.  426-4469. 


EAST  ARLINGTON — WALK  TO  T 

2  lesbians  plus  cal  seek  lesbian  25+  to  share  our 
home.  Good  communication,  sense  of  humor, 
open  to  racial  diversity.  No  smoke,  drugs,  mini¬ 
mum  alcohol.  Beautiful,  spacious  apartment. 
4366+,  643-2426.  (6) 


PORTER-DAVIS  SQ 

2  LF  seek  F  for  friendly  independent  household, 
nice  big  apartment,  W fD,  driveway.  No  smoke, 
$330+,  643-5903.  (27) 


HARVARD  SQUARE  AREA 

LF  seeks  25+  LF,  Bi  or  SF  to  share  2  bedroom 
apt.  5  min  from  Harvard  Square.  W/D  and  fire¬ 
place.  No  smoking.  $337.50  utilities  included. 
Call  864-6609 


Professional  gay  male  seeks  same  to  share  2BR  in 
Jamaica  Plain.  Fully  equipped,  large,  all  oak,  eat- 
in  kitchen,  pantry,  W/D,  porch,  yard,  ceiling  fans, 
new  windows,  fresh  paint,  refinished  wood  floors, 
one  block  from  orange  line.  No  pets,  drugs, 
partiers.  Available  2/1.  731-2205.  NO  FEB.  Other 
unit  available.  (27) 


FEMALE  HOUSEMATE 

DAVIS  SQ  (NEAR  RED  LINE/TUFTS) 

Three  women  (womanist,  of  varied  ages  and  sex¬ 
ual  orientations)  seek  woman  for  our  sunny,  spa¬ 
cious,  two  floor  apartment.  Friendly,  independent, 
quiet,  homey.  Next  too  laundromat,  stores,  park. 
Chem-free.  $300+  utilities,  2  phones,  666-2851, 
628-7687.  (27) 


GREAT  G/L/BIF  JP  HOUSE 

seeking  responsible  GM  housemate.  Common 
space  large  rooms,  parking  near  T,  W/D. 
Independent  friendly  houshold.  No  smoke  or  pets. 
Rent  is  low  $237/mo.  Come  see  it!  522-7411. 

(25) 


FRIENDLY  HOME-SOMERVILLE 

2LFs  and  dogs  seek  ILF  to  share  house  in  Davis 
Sq.  Yard,  walk  to  T.  Short-  ot  long-term.  No 
smoke/drugs,  minimum  alcohol.  $350+.  776- 
6612.  (27) 


CHATEAU  STYLE  NEAR  INMAN  SQ 

Relaxed,  overeducated  GM  seeks  same,  to  share 
sunny,  beautiful  2  BR  apt.  (dining,  living,  large 
kitchen,  porch).  15  min  to  Harvard  Sq.  $387.50+ 
Andrew  625-6330.  (27) 


BIG  HOUSE 

2  LFs  seek  3rd  for  3  fir  rent  controlled  house  in 
Cambridgepoit.  Parking,  yard,  near  T.  Bdrm  and 
study  for  $286/ mo.  661-6771  eves.  (hrs) 


LOVELY  CONVENIENT  SPLIT  RANCH 

3LF  and  2  cats  (no  more  please)  seek  fourth. 
Suburb,  5  min.  to  Tufts,  10  to  Davis  Sq.  and 
Cambridge,  near  Rt.  93.  Lovely  2  1/2  bath  home, 
huge  yard,  gardens,  patio,  all  amenities,  fireplace, 
storage,  parting  ,  separate  phone  line.  Non  smok¬ 
er,  30+  desired.  $330+,  security.  Available  imme¬ 
diately.  721-2326. 


A  GREAT  HOME  FOR  $75 

MELROSE:  Small  furnished  room  w/skylighl  in 
large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Central  air, 
washer/dryer,  offstree  parking,  cable  deck,  gar¬ 
dens  and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet,  security, 
spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only  17  min¬ 
utes  to  downtown  Boston  from  convenient  T  stop. 
Nonsmoking  male.  $75  weekly  including  utilities. 
665-6081 


Roommate  wanted — seeking  gay  male  to  share 
10-room  Victorian  home  with  owner.  Furnished 
bedroom  available.  5  minute  walk  to  Red  Line  T. 
$350  includes  all.  (617)  288-4034. 

HOME  NEAR  WORCESTER 

seeking  L  for  4-bedroom  home  in  Shrewsbury. 
Available  immediately.  Parking,  washer/dryer, 
cable.  Independent  household,  $275/monlh,  plus 
util ti ties.  Leave  message.  (508)  842-1020.  (md) 


Roommate,  M  or  F,  wanted  to  share  spacious 
lownhousc  with  spectacular  city  view  in  JP.  For 
S450/month  +  unities,  you  get  your  own  bed¬ 
room,  study  and  bathroom.  Pets  welcome. 
Available  Feb.  1  a.  Call  Kate  at  524-2441  (26) 


Lor  BiF  wanted  to  share  gorgaous  sunny  apt  in 
JP  near  pond.  Pets  OK,  rigs/drugs/alcohol  not 
$425  includes  study  with  private  enlcrance.  $375 
w.o  study.  522-0049 


28  year  old  Les  Miz  actor  needs  furnished  room 
with  kitchen  and  laundry  privileges  close  to  Wang 
February  17-March  2.  Leave  message  for  Josh. 
(201)868-3243  (29) 


Movers 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New 
and  used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers. 
Truck  and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload 
your  truck.  522-0826 


For  Sale 


EXCLUSIVELY  FOR  INMATES 

We  have  everything  wholesale  from  TVs  to 
sneakers  and  socks.  FREE  Brochure:  Inside 
Shopper  219  P  Berlin  Rd  Suite  185,  Cherry  Hill, 
NJ  08034-3534  (3) 


SANTA  BARBARA 

Foremost  catering  and  event  planning  business. 
Established  in  1979.  Stable  affluent  client  list. 
Well  equipped  kitchen  and  offices.  Good  lease. 
Documented  profit  margin.  Call  Val  Leonard 
(805)  963-8944 


Chestnut  Hill  Condo — Low  profile  luxury,  2BR, 
2  baths,  2  parking  spaces,  pool,  top  floor,  elevator 
$126,500.  (617)  469-2424  (27) 


Publications 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's 
oldest  women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews, 
conference  coverage,  and  news-on  health,  femi¬ 
nist  theory,  reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and 
political  work  among  working,  disabled,  incarcer¬ 
ated,  old  and  poor  women,  women  of  color,  les¬ 
bians  and  women  from  every  continent  $15/11 
issues 


THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  STORY 

That's  what  you  get  inside  every  issue  of  IN 
THESE  TIMES.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media 
ignores,  and  that's  why  our  unique  point  of  view 
has  beat  trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  fif¬ 
teen  years.  Experience  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism  by  ordering  a  sample  copy 
today.  Write:  IN  THESE  TIMES,  2040  N. 
Milwaukee  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL  60647  or  subscribe 
toll  free  from  anywhere  in  the  U.S.:  (800)  435- 
0715.  GIVE  US  A  TRY.  WE’LL  GIVE  YOU 
THE  VIEW  FROM  THE  OTHER  SIDE. 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $1 8/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's 
Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA  02181. (ex) 


Accommodation*,  AOS/HIV  reeourcea,  bars, 
bookstoras,  various  businsaaas,  health  cars, 
al  aarvicas,  organization*,  publication, 
giou*  grows,  switchboards,  therapists, 
travel  agents,  A  much  mors,  lor  gay  woman 
and  man. 

All  prices  below  INCLUDE  FIRST  CLASS 
POSTAGE  to  USA  Canada  A  Mexico.  In 
sealed,  discreet  envelopes  Mailing  lists  nre 
strictly  confidential 

Orders  from  ouside  USA  (including  Canada  A 
Mexico)  payment  must  be  in  US  Funds  iiayabl-j 
on  a  US  bank,  or  by  Post  Ottce  or  American 
Express  money  order  (We  suggest  you  try  a 
local  bookstore  lint,  to  avoid  possible  Customs 
probtomsl) 

USCANAJ3A.  Canada  and  USA  lor  women  A 
men.  Cty  by  aty  information  lor  all  US  Slates, 
Canadian  Provinces,  and  the  US  Virgin  Islands, 
pkis  nationwide  resources  including 
huadryjarler*  of  national  organizations  and 
caucuses,  pubfccal ions,  mail  order  companies, 
»c.  $12.00;  oUsida  N.  America  $17  (airmail) 
NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY.  NY  A  NJ  separate 
Women's  Section,  Manhattan  bar  notes  by  Jerry 
Fitzpatrick  $5.00;  outaida  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

SOOTHE RN/Sout ham  Midwest  64  pages  AL 
AZ.  AR.  FL.  GA  KS,  KY.  LA.  MS,  MO.NM  NC, 
OK,  PR.  SC,  TN.  TX.  US  Virgin  Islands.  VA. 
$5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8  (airmail) 
NORTHEAST.  CT,  DE.  DC.  ME.  MA.  NH,  OH. 
PA.  Rl.  VT.  WV  $5.00;  ousids  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  BOX  292-GCN 
VILLAGE  STATION,  NEW  YORK,  NY 
1001+02*2  (212)  674-0120 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree- who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  correct  Sample 
$1.50*ub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro 
No.  236G,  SF.  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


BROOMSTICK 

A  quarterly  national  feminiA  political  journal  by, 
for,  and  about  women  over  forty.  3543  1 8th  Sl 
#3,  San  Fmadsco,  CA  94110.  Yearly  subscrip¬ 
tions:  U.S.  ;  $15,  Canada,  $20,  (U.S.  funds). 
Overseas  and  institutions  $25.  Sample  copy  $5. 
Free  to  incarcerated  women  over  forty. 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

I’m  bisexual,  34,very  athletic.  I  am  lonely  in 
a  very  cold  place.  I  am  recently  divorced. 
Dennis  Pritchard,  #120045,  PO  Box  97, 
McAlester,  OK  74502 

GWM,  would  like  to  write  university 
student,  gay  straight,  Mexican  Indian  or 
white,  age  unimportant.  I  enjoy  life  and  all 
fun  things.  Only  sincerely  honest  people 
write  me  at:  Mike  Kammerzell,  PO  Box  514- 
161115,  Granite,  OK  73547 

I’m  an  attracive  GM  and  well  built  and  a 
smile  that  will  drop  you  dead!  I’m  French- 
Italian  and  looking  for  a  true  and  friendly 
person  to  perhaps  start  a  relationship.  So 
write  this  sexy  Taurus.  Can’t  write  prisoners. 
Sir  Allen  "Nike"  Rodriguez  HI,  Box  149- 
90B74,  Attica,  New  York,  14011 

I  am  28  (looks  23),  long  redish  brown  hair, 
sensitive,  intelligent,  Spanish  Indian  Apache 
blend.  I  am  loyal  and  looking  for  relationship 
to  develop  once  released.  I  am  here  for 
smoking  pot  violation.  I  love  to  cuddle.  John 
Mark  Vargus,  D-70236,  PO  Box  8101, 
CMC-East,  San  Luis,  Obispo  CA  93409- 
0001 

GM.  I’m  really  lonely  and  like  to  find  others 
who  have  same  interests.  Nude  beaches, 
good  music,  good  conversation  and  gay 
lifestyle.  Send  photo  get  one  in  return.  Tony 
Fontana,  D-23487,  PO  Box  29  A-2-212, 
Repress,  CA  95671 

22  handsome  would  like  to  correspond  with 
a  respectable,  self-confident  and  passive  fern 
or  queen.  No  games  or  prisoners.  Nathan 
Johnson,  #1003626A-13,  Box,  B,  Anamosa, 
IA  52205-0010 

21  y.o.  currently  serving  time  in  prison.  I 
would  like  to  receive  your  newsletter  so  I 
can  make  contact  with  someone  to  have  a 
friendship  with.  Ed  Lowe,  #52716,  HCF  PO 
Box  1568,  Hutchinson,  KS  67504-1568 

20  y.o.  handsome  guy  seeking 
correspondance  with  a  dignified,  passive 
queen  who  has  style.  No  prisoners  allowed.  I 
like  TS’s  too.  Jimmy  Lee,  #070539,  PO  Box- 
B,  Anamosan,  Iowa,  52205 

35  y.o.  GWM,  doesn’t  have  anyone  on  the 
outside  to  write  to,  and  no  family.  Larry 
Youngblood,  #596420-Eastham,  PO  Box  16, 
Lovelady,  TX  75851 

Death  row  inmate,  looking  for  a  friend,  any 
lifestyle,  who  can  look  past  where  I  am  and 
see  me  for  who  I  am.  Randall  S.  Jones, 
#111508,  F.S.P.,  PO  Box  747,  Starke.  FL 
32091 

GWM  seeks  correspondence  with  anyone 
who  does  not  wish  to  play  headgames.  I’m  a 
serious  person  seeking  same  for  a 
relationship.  Will  be  released  in  '92.  All 
letters  will  be  answered.  Robert  E.  Spiker, 
#468920,  Rt.  2  Box  4400,  Gatesville,  TX 
76597 

Interested  in  corresponding  with  people  of 
my  sex,  which  they  must  be  intelligent,  open 
minded  and  understanding.  Bobby 
Blackwell,  #471561,  Wynne  Unit, 
Huntsville,  TX  77349 

I’m  seeking  all  sexy  sexy  sweet  gay  men  for 
I  am  the  heterosexual  Afro  American  you’ve 
been  long  wanting  to  get  your  physical  and 
mental  whistles  wet  with.  I  don’t  mind  what 
your  race  is,  and  photos  are  optional. 
Anthony  Celius,  #99446,  Camp  J,  Gar  4-R- 
14,  LA  State  Penitentiary,  Angola,  LA  70712 

I’m  of  Latin  descent.  My  interests  are 
electronics,  legal  research.  I'm  presently  in 
the  process  of  attending  the  fall  semester  at 
the  University  of  Santa  Clara  to  obtain  a  law 
degree.  FM.  Rodgers,  CDC  E-78220/M2,  C- 
01L,  PO  Box  409000,  lone,  CA  95640 

Would  like  to  find  friend  on  the  outside  to 
correspond  with.  Please  SASE  with  letter. 
Will  respond  ASAP.  Tens  McClellan,  W- 
26585-HU-2-222L,  PO  Box  213022. 
Stockton.  CA  95213-9022 


WOMEN  SEEKING 
FRIENDS 

Beautiful,  blond,  dark  blue  eyes,  hot  sticky 
sweet  from  my  head  to  my  feet.  Looking  for 
woman  between  30-45.  I’m  41,  beautiful 
bod,  love  animals,  outdoors,  nature,  sports 
and  spoiling  my  woman.  I’m  just  gay,  not 
into  role  playing.  Amber  Castillo,  PO  Box 
7007,  Carson,  NY  89702 

Very  aggressive  dyke  in  need  of  some 
uplifing  words  that  can  touch  this  lonely 
heart  of  mine.  I’m  down  doing  this  time,  I 
don’t  have  the  time  for  games.  I’m  very 
straight-up,  honest,  and  a  very  handsome 
dyke.  Can  write  prisoners.  Write  to:  Patricia 
Bell,  #100035,  L.C.I.W.  PO  Box  26  St. 
Gabriel,  LA  70776 

I  am  a  latin  lover,  38,  who  would  very  much 
like  to  have  a  pen  pal  to  correspond  with. 
Mona  Lisa  Dominguez,  #21936,  Unit  2, 
211  UP,  PO  Box  213022,  Stockton,  CA 
95213-9022 


I  like  a  variety  of  music  and  hobbies  and 
enjoy  lifting  weights  and  swimming.  I  am 
looking  for  someone  to  correspond  with.  I’ll 
be  getting  out  soon.  Michael  Jenkins, 
#149682,  Farmington  Correctioanl  Center, 
1012  West  Columbia,  Farmington,  MO 
63640 

I  am  male  with  salt  and  pepper  hair  and 
interested  in  pen  pals  with  the  possiblity  of 
forming  lasting  relationships/friendships.  I 
will  answer  all.  Jerry  StanciU,  DOC  #178- 
241,  Maryland  House  of  Corr.  PO  Box  534, 
Jessup  MD,  20794 

Black  male,  25,  fun  honest  sincere  looking  to 
write  people  who  are  serious  and  into  the 
good  points  of  life.  Out  soon  can  travel. 
Mark  Boseman,  BL5106,  1111  Altamont 
Blvd,  Frackville,  PA  17931 

I  wish  to  communicate  with  upstanding 
professional  gays.  Will  answer  any  or  all 
letters.  Let’s  talk  and  get  to  know  one 
another!  Blair  Updike,  D.C.  #495245,  Box 
065,  Hillsborough  Correctional  Institution, 
11150  Highway  672,  Riverview,  FL  33564- 
8402 

GWM,  33,  lonely,  lovable  and  emotional. 
Wishes  to  correspond  with  others  and 
possible  relationship.  John  E.  Aaribsibm 
#059025,  Union  Correctional  Inst.  B-2,  PO 
Box  221,  Raiford,  FL  32083 

Single  GWM,  I  like  to  write  long,  intimate 
letters.  I  like  sports  of  all  kinds, 
reading, writing,  poetry,  music,  the  outdoors, 
the  mountains  also.  Seeking  a  true  friend, 
who  is  very  sincere,  open,  honest,  kind  and 
very  romantc  as  I  am.  Grover  G.  Beckley, 
Route  #1,  Box  36,  Jackson,  N.C.,  27845 

Innocent  man  fighting  for  his  life  and 
freedom  needs  letters  of  support  to  recive 
justice.  Please  help  me!  Michael  ReeDer, 
#176534,  PO  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  OH 
45699-0001 

Hi  guys  I’m  28,  single,  looking  for  a  friend. 
If  you  want  to  have  someone  write,  that  is 
going  to  be  fore  real,  write  to  me.  I  have  4 
years  at  the  most,  and  will  be  a  free  bird.  So 
let's  hear  from  you.  Greg  Ballard,  #122233, 
CSU  II,  Dorm  IL  Camp  A,  Louisiana  State 
Prison,  Angola,  LA  70712 

Black  male,  32,  enjoy  dressing,  travelling, 
fine  clothes  and  cars.  I’m  a  professional 
comedian  and  financially  secure.  I  love  to 
wine  and  dine  a  special  queen.  I’m  looking 
for  someone  who  enjoys  the  finer  things  in 
life.  Kevin  D.  Robinson,  #11972-018,  PO 
Box  1000,  Lewisburg,  Perm.  17837 

Seeking  correspondance  with  gay  male  for 
future  relationship.  I'm  very  lonely!  I’m 
searching  for  a  special  person  to  help  fill  the 
void  in  my  life!  If  you  are  interested  in 
writing  to  me,  please  write  to  Namron 
Baggette,  #404075,  Rt.  Box  1,  Wynne, 
Huntsville,  TX  77349 
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Cambridge  ♦  The  Harvard  Film  Archives  will  be 
presenting  gay  British  filmmaker  Philip  Riddley’s 
weird  and  wonderful  Southern  gothic, “The 
Reflecting  Skin”  at  The  Carpenter  Center.  Jan. 
31:  7,  9pm;  Feb.  1  and  2:  4,7,9pm;  Feb.  3-5: 
9:15pm.  For  more  info  495-4700. 


25  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  "The  Boys  Next  Door  presented  by  the 
Mission  HM  Theatre  at  Mass.  College  of  Art.,  Show 
runs  1/23-25,  1/30-2/1.  621  Huntington  Ave.  8pm. 
$8,  $4.50.  For  more  Info  269-4576. 

Dorchester  ♦  "Our  Young  Black  Men  are  Dying  and 
Nobody  Seems  to  Care.*  An  original  musical  play 
dealing  with  AIDS,  poverty,  homelessness,  gang 
violence,  drugs  and  the  oppression  of  urban  life. 
Show  runs  1/23-25.  The  Strand  Theatre,  543 
Columbia  Rd.  $17.50.  For  more  Into  296-9589,  tick¬ 
ets  931-2000. 

Walthame  WOWs  2nd  Anniversary  Potluck  Dinner. 
7pm.  For  more  Inlo  893-0742,  893-0361 . 

Boston  ♦  Multicultural  Story  Hour.  For  children  (3-8) 
of  Lesbian  and  Gay  parents.  FCHC,  7  Havland  St. 
10-1 1 :25am.  For  more  Info  267-0900  x292. 

26  Sunday 

Somerville  ♦  Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bl  Network.  Potluck, 
new  people  encouraged  to  attend.  For  more  Info 
and  to  RSVP  623-3366. 

Boston  ♦  "In  Boston:  The  Rght  Against  Racism  and 
Empire  In  1900  and  Today*  The  Community  Church 
ol  Boston,  565  Boylston  St.  11am.  For  Infop  266- 
6710. 

Cambridge  ♦  "Coming  Out  to  Your  Kids.*  D.O.B. 
parents  and  co-parents  rap.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  1-3pm.  For  more  Info  661- 
3633. 

27  Monday 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Network.  Intro 
meeting,  all  women  welcome.  The  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-9pm.  For  more  Info  625-2472. 

28  Tuesday 

Cambridge  ♦  "Families."  D.O.B.  twenty-something 
rap.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  MAss. 
Ave.  8pm.  For  more  Info  661-3633. 

Boston  ♦  "Families  of  the  90s:  Acquiring  Rights  and 
Recognition.  Panel  dlscussslon  sponsored  by 
GLAD.  Boston  City  Hall,  Pled  monte  Rm.Wheelchalr 
accessible.  7pm.  For  more  Info  426-1350. 

Quincy  ♦  Healing  Service  for  all  those  affected  by 
AIDS.  Quincy  Community  United  Methodist  Church, 
40  Beale  St.  7:30pm.  ASL  Interpreted.  For  more  Info 
628-7665. 

29  Wednesday 

Cambridge  ♦  "Movies  with  a  Capital  O:  a  gay  and 
lesbian  fim  series  at  MIT."  Showing  "Khush,"  "Age 
12:  Love  with  a  little  T,"  "Jollies"  and 
"Transportations."  Bldg.  66-110,  25  Ames  St. 
7&9pm.  For  more  Inlo  253-3599. 

Springfield  ♦  "The  Military:  Mixed  Message." 
Seminar  topic  at  Springfield  Colege.  Open  to  public. 
Locklln  Hall,  rm  233.  7-9pm.  Free.  For  more  Info 
(413)788-3221. 

30  Thursday 

Cambridge  ♦  D.O.B.  35+  rap.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  For  more 
Info  661-3633. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Open  mike  with  Sharon  Sue 
Klelnman.  Crones'  Harvest,  761  Centre  St.  7:30pm. 
For  more  Info  or  to  sign  up  983-9530. 

Boston  ♦  "Exercise  and  HIV  Workshop  on  fitness 
for  the  mind,  body  and  Immune  system  sponsored 
by  AAC,  FCHC  and  the  Boston  Living  Center.  AAC, 
131  Clarendon  St.  Free,  no  registration  required.  7- 
9pm.  For  more  Info  267-0900  X287. 

Portland,  ME  ♦  "An  Introduction  to  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History,"  a  four-week  discussion  course  taught  by 
Howard  M.  Solomon  of  Tufts  University  and  spon¬ 
sored  by  The  Matlovfch  Society.  Course  runs  1/30, 
2/6,  2/20,  3/5.  MS  office,  72  Pine  St.  $20non-mem- 
bers. 

31  Friday 

Brookline  ♦  "Building  Bridges,"  a  sexuality  aware¬ 
ness  program  hosted  by  Am  Tlkva.  Temple  Sinai 
School  ho  use,  50  Sewal  Ave.  7:45pm.  For  more  Info 
926-2536. 

Feb.  1  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  Women's  Comedy  -  open  mike.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St.  8pm,  doors  open  at  7pm. 
$6,  suggested  donation.  For  more  Info  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  Fourth  Annual  Mass  Recognition  Awards 
Dinner.  Honors  15  men  and  women  lor  their  contri¬ 
butions  In  the  fight  against  AIDS.  6-1 1pm.  Westln 
Hotel,  Copley  Place.  $35.  For  more  Info  266-6906. 

5  Wednesday 

Cambridge  ♦  "Lesbian  Battering."  D.O.B.  50+  rap. 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  MAss.  Ave. 
8pm.  For  more  Info  661-3633. 

Somerville  ♦  "A  Die  Worth  Living"  Lecture  given  by 
psychotherapist  Cariy  Lund.  Deals  with  growing  up 
In  high  stress  families  and  what  we  inherit  from 


them.  Somerville  Public  library.  7pm.  For  more  Info 
623-5000. 

6  Thursday 

Portland,  ME  ♦  "An  Introduction  to  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History,"  a  four-week  discussion  course  taught  by 
Howard  M.  Solomon  of  Tufts  University  and  spon¬ 
sored  by  The  Matlovlch  Society.  Course  runs  2/6, 
2/20,  3/5.  MS  office,  72  Pine  St.  $20non-members 

7  Friday 

Dorchester  ♦  "  A  Tribute  to  the  Black  Woman."  Act 
will  include  gospel  group  "The  God  Squad."  vocalist 
Kim  Jones  and  R4B  badn  "Life  with  Ebony."  The 
Strand,  543  Columbia  Rd.  $10.  $12.50.  For  more 
Into  427-1588. 

Saturdays 

Cambridge  ♦  Swingtime.  Monthly  lesbian,  gay,  bl 
swing  dance  with  authentic  big  band  sound.  First 
Sat.  of  month.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mss.  Ave.  8:15-9pm.  $6  Includes  refreshments.  For 
more  Info  629-2219. 

Boston  ♦  BLOW  (Boston's  Leathermen  On 
Wheels).  New  social  club  for  gay  motorcyclists  now 
forming.  For  more  info  and  location  783-9296. 

Boston  ♦  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-ml.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  $1.00.  10am.  Also:  Tues.  11:45pm.  at 
MHC;  Wed.  6:45  pm.  at  Hatch  Shell;  Sun.  3:00pm. 
at  Jamaica  Pond  Boathouse.  Info:  Sara  524-4025. 

Boston  ♦  Two-Steppln'  for  AIDS."  Texas  Two-step- 
plng  and  Nne  dancing  for  the  HIV  positive  communi¬ 
ty  and  their  friends.  At  the  Boston  Living  Center, 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.,  7th  fl.  Third  Saturdays, 
7:00-12:00pm.  Donations  go  to  direct  services  for 
people  with  AIDS.  Info:  236-1012. 

Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers'  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-ln  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  11am-12:30  pm. 
354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4 
to  6  pm.  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Boston  TV  ♦  PrldeTIme — Boston  G/L  TV,  with 
Cynthia  Pape.  7:30  p.m.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  Also  on  Cambridge 
Cable  Channel  19,  7  pm.  Tuesdays,  and  on  other 
systems;  check  listings. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Women's  Coffeehouse.  Musical 
entertainment,  usually.  8  pm.  Crone's  Harvest,  761 
Centre  St.  $5  suggested  donation.  983-9530. 
Cambridge  ♦  A  multicultural  story  hour  for  children 
aged  3-8.  Sponsored  by  FCHC  and  Lesbian 
Mothers  Group.  Third  Sat.  ol  every  month.  Info: 
267-0900  ext  292. 

Sundays 

Woburn  ♦  Chiltem  Tennis  Assoc.  Meets  each  Sun. 
for  singles  and  doubles.  For  more  info  (508)  670- 
0988. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY) 
Drop-In  Center.  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35 
Bowdoin.  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  ♦  Work  Issues  Support  Group.  2  to  4  pm 
G/L  Comm.  Ctr.,  338  Newbury  St. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Club.  Weekly 
novice  and  club  scrimmages.  Al  levels.  3  pm.  Info: 
Erik  423-0929  or  Jeff  876-7612. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Sports.  Magazine  Field, 
Memorial  Dr.  Sports,  by  DOB.  Softbal  4  to  6  pm; 
voleybaD  6  pm  111  dark.  $1 .  Into:  Steph  625-9551 . 

Boston  ♦  Dignity  Mass.  Liturgy  followed  by  a  social 
hour.  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church.  35  Bowdoin 
St.  5:30  p.m.  536-6518. 

Boston  ♦  Western  Orthodox  Church  Mass. 
Arlington  St.  Church,  351  Boylston  St.  227-5794. 

Province  town  ♦  Christian  Healing  Service.  5:30  pm. 
96  Bradford  St.  (P'Town  AIDS  Support  Grp.)  Pot 
luck  dinner  to  follow.  (508)  487-3866. 

Boston  ♦  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  131  Cambridge  St.  (near  Govt 
Ctr.).  7  pm.  Info:  Rev.  Tanls  437-0420. 

Boston  ♦  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St.  8  pm.  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
10:30pm-2:30  am. 

Boston  ♦  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
work-outs  for  swimmers  of  all  abilities.  10:15.  Into: 
767-0449  or  282-3110. 

Mondays 

Manchester,  NH  ♦  ACT  UP/NH.  Meets  Mondays. 
Manchester  Public  Library,  405  Pine  ST.  7pm.  For 
more  Info  (603)  647-4224. 

Boston  ♦  New  Support  Group  for  Recovering 
Women  with  HIV/AIDS.  Sponsored  by  Women,  Inc. 
Call  Magda  or  Christine  for  a  screening  Interview 
442-6166. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  12:25  p.m.  262-3456. 

Boston  ♦  Chiltem  Downhll  Skiing  Lessons.  Monday 
nights  at  Nashoba  Valley  ski  area.  Info:  Jim  843- 
3966. 

Boston  ♦  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA's  and 


Friends:  about  100  people  meeting  every  Monday  at 
AAC  for  dinner.  No  reservations  required.  6  p.m. 
AAC,  131  Clarendon  St.  437-6200. 

Dorchester  ♦  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Mtg.  Hs.  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8 
p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation  meets  1  st  and  3rd  Mondays 
at  new  location:  Local  26,  58  Berkeley,  3rd  Floor. 
7:00  pm. 

Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Protect  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  pm.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10  pm.  354-8807. 

Cable  TV  ♦  "Between  Takes."  Often  a  g/l  slant  on 
events.  Boston  A3  Mondays  9:30  pm.  Cambridge 
CCTV  Thursdays  8:30  pm.  Rhode  Island 
Interconnect  A  Fridays  8:30  pm.  Other  areas:  check 
listings. 

Tuesdays 

Boston  ♦  "The  Women  Poet."  Local  women  poets 
read  their  work  In  a  social  setting  every  Tuesday. 
7:30pm.  Donation  requested.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  St.  Fore  more  Info  247-2927,  247-0579. 

Boston  ♦  Teflllat  Refuat  Hanefesh.  "Service  of  the 
Healing  of  the  Soul,"  for  Jewish  Patients,  their  fami¬ 
lies  and  healthcare  providers.  First  Tues.  of  month. 
6pm.  For  more  Info  566-3960. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston.  Meetings 
held  1st  and  3rd  Tues.  of  month.  Undemann  Center, 
25  Stanlford  St.  $2  donation.  8-10pm.  For  Inlo  742- 
7897. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Coaltion  for  Black  Lesbians  and 
Gays.  2nd  Tues.  of  month.  Harriet  Tubman  House, 
566  Columbus  Ave.  For  more  Info  424-6989. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Batacuda  Belles  rehearsal.  Open 
to  women  of  color.  Multicultural  Arts  Center,  Centre 
St.  7-9pm.  For  more  Into  864-5067. 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  tor 
meeting  place  (401)  461-4191. 

Gloucester  ♦  Healing  Circle  /  Positively  Clean  and 
Sober.  Healing  circle  6:30  to  8  p.m.,  open  to  anyone 
facing  chronic  or  life-threatening  Illness.  Pos.  C8S  8 
to  9  p.m.,  for  people  living  with  HIV  and  dealing  with 
subst.  abuse  issues.  N.  Shore  AIDS  Project,  19 
Pleasant  St.  (508)  283-0101. 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center, 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  7  p.m.  49-ACTUP. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Rap.  The 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7-8:30.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Eating  Awareness  and  Body  Image 
Group.  The  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7- 
9pm.  354-8807. 

Medford  Radio  ♦  Dyke  on  the  Mike  with  the  Noisy 
Nelly  Show  —  queer  radio.  WMFO  91.5FM.10am- 
12pm.  Tufts  U.  radio.  For  Info  381-3800. 

Medford*  "We  the  People" — with  feminist  Shelia 
Parks.  WMFO  91 .5FM.  7-9a.m.  Tufts  U.  radio. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  and 
Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Pro|ect  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m. 
(508)  755-3773. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Freedom  Trail  Band  Rehearsals.  No 
audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of  Art,  Long  wood 
and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  266-0628. 

Boston  ♦  The  Buddy  Program  orientation. 
Sponsored  by  AAC.  4th  Tues.  of  month.  AAC 
offices,  131  Clarendon  St.  7:30pm.  For  more  Info 
437-6200  X450. 

Amherst  ♦  P-FLAG,  Pioneer  Valley  Monthly  meet¬ 
ings  held  2nd  Tues.  of  month.  Grace  Episcopal 
Church,  Parish  Hall.  6:30  pm.  For  Info  (413)  532- 
4883. 

Wednesdays 

Boston  *  Women  In  the  Building  Trades  will  be 
offering  free  Introductory  workshops.  6:00-8:00pm 
from  10/30-12/4.  At  555  Amory  St.  Call  524-3010  to 
pre-register  or  for  Info. 

Cambridge  ♦  Job  search  support  group.  Cambridge 
Women's  Center.  6:30-8:30  pm.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Sales  Networks  Program  for  G/L  Business 
Owners  and  Supporters  of  the  Community.  7:30  to 
9:30  a.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.,  2nd  fir. 
Registration  required:  Marc  Spencer  262-2400. 

Hyde  Park  ♦  Women's  Pick-Up  Hockey.  MDC  Hyde 
Park  Rink  (near  Dedham).  8  to  9  a.m.  Info:  Janice 
326-1600  X350. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY). 
Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons'  meeting  6  pm.;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30  pm. 
(800)  42 -BAGLY. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Al-Anon.  Wheelchair  accessi¬ 
ble.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30  to  8  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Springfield  ♦  Names  Project  Meeting.  New  chapter 
with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  welcome.  Frontier. 
19  Pearl  St.  7  to  10  p.m.  (413)788-7459 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth  (SWAGLY).  Social  support  grp.  for  youths  22 
and  under.  7  to  9  p.m.  United  Congregational 
Church,  6  Institute  Road.  7  to  9  p.m.  (508)  755- 
0005. 

Boston  ♦  "Say  It  Sister — feminist,  gay-positive 
radio.  WMBR  88.1  FM.  7pm. 

Boston  ♦  Bisexual  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics. 
Mass.  General  Hospital.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  Marge  259- 
1559. 


Bridgewater  ♦  S.  Shore  G/L  Alliance.  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
Bridgewater  Ctr.  Primarily  a  social  group  of  age  25+, 
but  all  welcome.  Info:  Glen  293-5183  or  Dave  294- 
0367. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are  In 
Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7:30  to  9 
p.m.  (508)  755-3773. 

Amherst  ♦  Queer  Nation  meets  6:00-7:00pm  at 
Bangs  Community  Center,  70  Boltwood  Walk.  Info: 
P.O.  Box  202,  Hadley,  MA  01035  or  (413)  584- 
4213. 

Thursdays 

Worcester  ♦  "Face  the  Music."  A  radio  show  by  and 
for  lesbians.  WCUW  91.3  FM.  8-9pm.  Request  Nne, 
(508)  753-2284 

Boston  ♦  The  Boston  Monthly  HIV  Medical  Update. 
2nd  Thursday  of  each  month  at  7:30pm.  John 
Hancock  Conference  Center.  40  Trinity  Place  (near 
Copley  Green  and  Back  Bay/South  End  Orange  T 
stations).  Info:  262-3456. 

Somerville  ♦  The  Thursday  Night  Dinner  Program 
offers  meals  to  PWA's  HIV+  and  friends  at  the 
Methodist  Church.  One  block  from  Davis  Square 
Red  Line  Station.  Info:  666-4130. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  tor  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-FfAPE. 

Boston  ♦  Names  Project  Quitting  Bee  —  for  the 
AIDS  Memorial  Quilt.  Sewing  supplies  and  support 
provided.  Boston  Uvlng  Ctr.,  140  Clarendon  St.  71h 
fir.  7  to  9  p.m.  Info  451-9003. 

Portsmouth,  NH  ♦  Out  and  About.  A  lesbian  social 
and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5852. 
Provlncetown  ♦  Positive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly 
Rap  Session.  7:30.  155  Bradford  St.  Peer  led.  (508) 
487-3998. 

Boston  ♦  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour. 
The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.  734-2076. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Ice  Hockey  Practices  and  Intersquad 
Scrimmages.  All  levels.  9  p.m.  Grtr  Bos.  rink.  Info: 
John  350-6063,  Al  522-1408. 

Cambridge  ♦  GAMIT  Study  Break.  (GAMIT  -  Gays 
at  MIT.)  GAMIT  lounge,  142  Memorial  Dr. 

Boston  ♦  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights 
general  meeting.  Third  Thurs.  of  every  month.  6:30- 
8  pm.  The  Center,  Floom  206,  338  Newbury  St. For 
Info  266-2956. 

Boston  ♦  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus  of  the  National 
Writer's  Union. The  Center.  6-8pm.  338  Newbury  St. 
For  Info  442-4693,  344-8096. 

Fridays 

Watertown  ♦  GLOW:  G/L  of  Watertown.  395-4664. 
Boston  ♦  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come 
stuff  the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends. 
GCN.  62  Berkeley  St.  5  p.m.  426-4469. 

Provlncetown  ♦  Safe  Sex  Brigade  and  Anti-L/G/B 
Violence  Campaign.  Volunteers  meet  on  steps  of 
P'Town  Post  Office  Friday  and  Sunday  nights  at 
11:30  p.m.  through  Labor  Day.  Into:  ACT  UP  (508) 
487-2063. 

Danbury,  CT  ♦  Danbury  Area  Gay  Men's  Support 
Group.  312  Main  St.  7:30-9pm.  For  more  Info  (203) 
744-0104. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  at  the  Movies.  The  Center. 
7pm.  $2  suggested  donation,  338  Newbury  St.  For 
Info  247-2927. 

Calendar 

Guidelines 

Calendar  listings  must  be 
received  by  the  Monday  before 
the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged!  (GCN's  FAX  617- 
426-2723)  Please  specify  if 
event  is  or  is  not  wheelchair 
accessible  and/or  sign  lan¬ 
guage  interpreted. 

Calendar  listings  will  not 
under  any  circumstances  be 
taken  over  the  phone. 

Phone  numbers  listed  are  in  the 
617  area  code,  and  cities  are  in 
Massachusetts,  unless  other¬ 
wise  noted. 

Ongoing 

Boston  ♦  "Alcoholics  Together."  Gay,  lesbian  and 
bisexual  alcoholics  welcome.  Meeting  dally  at  noon, 
Mon.-  Fri.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St. 

Somerville  ♦  Pride  Time  TV.  NAtlonal  and  local 
news  show,  part  of  Gay  Cable  Network.  Airs  In 
Boston  Sat.  7:30pm  channel  A3;  Airs  In  Cambridge 
Mon.  4  Thurs.,  7pm  channel  19.  Airs  In  Somerville 
Thurs.  9pm  channel  3. 


Hothead 

Continued  from  page  11 
seems  like  things  are  going  at  such  a  rapid 
pace,  everyone  wants  their  rights,  their  visi¬ 
bility,  people  are  not  tolerating  their  oppres¬ 
sion  and  flaunting  who  they  are  all  over  the 
place,  which  is  good.  But  I  think  when  [a 
movement]  has  that  kind  of  momentum,  there 
are  going  to  be  some  things  that  are  going  to 
be  weaker.  Sometimes  I  get  so  tired  of  gay 
and  lesbian  this  and  gay  and  lesbian  that,  I 
just  want  to  be  Diane.  It’s  hard,  it’s  some¬ 
thing  you  fall  in  and  out  of,  I  think.... 

When  and  for  what  roasona  to  strong- 
ly  Identify  one  way  or  another....  What 
would  you  aay  you  Identify  most 
strongly  as? 

I  guess  that  I‘ve  always  identified  as  an 
artist,  but  what  I  identify  most  as  is  a  drug 
addict  because  it  has  been  such  a  big  part  of 
my  life  and  I’ve  struggled  so  much  to  come 
out  of  it.  My  art  has  been  so  much  about  that, 
it's  all  intertwined  it’s  hard  to  talk  about  one 
without  talking  about  the  other.  And  of 
course  I  identify  as  a  lesbian.  I  feel  that  I’ve 
always  been  gay.  I  didn’t  just  come  out  one 
year,  it’s  always  been  who  I  am.  Those  things 
are  big.  Some  days  I  feel  like  I’m  more  one 
thing  or  the  other.  Some  days  it’s  just  Diane. 

My  artistic  process  is  really  visceral,  it  just 
comes  crashing  up  and  I  try  to  keep  my  head 
out  of  the  way  as  much  as  possibe.  One  of 
the  things  I  like  about  gay-specific  art  shows 
is  that  it’s  great  to  be  welcomed  and  wanted 
and  appreciated.  I  think  if  I  were  in  the  main¬ 
stream  doing  a  comic  book  like  this,  I 
wouldn’t  get  nearly  the  attention.  There  are 
definitely  two  sides  to  it. 

You  hav*  tha  publishing  company. 
Giant  Aaa  Publishing,  which  la  yours 
and  Stacay’s.  Do  you  publish  any¬ 
thing  basldas  Hothead? 

Well,  we  have  other  Hothead  things,  post¬ 
cards,  a  line  of  black  and  white  photos  by 
Stacey  and  our  distributor  Jodi  Wheat.  And 
we  do  T-shirts.  There  are  some  Recovery 
Cards,  which  are  on  the  back  burner.  I’m  not 
sure  when  they  will  be  out. 

How  long  doas  K  taka  to  davalop  a 
story  II  ns  for  Hothead ?  How  much 
doas  tt  cost  to  put  out  an  lasua  and 
ars  you  abla  to  maka  a  profit? 

Well,  we  publish  Hothead  quarterly.  It 
takes  about  eight  hours  to  do  one  page  by  the 
time  I  think  up  the  storyline,  pencil  it  in  and 
do  the  final  inking.  I  seem  to  be  getting  more 


and  more  anal  about  inking,  [the  panels]  are 
getting  more  detailed. 

It  takes  about  two  months  to  finish  an 
entire  issue.  It  sells  for  three  dollars  per  issue. 
We  distribute  it  through  Inland  and  by  giving 
it  to  friends  and  friends  of  friends,  etc.  We 
make  enough  to  cover  printing  and  that’s 
about  it.  If  there  is  a  profit,  it’s  pennies.  It 
certainly  isn’t  enough  to  make  a  living  off  of. 
The  printing  is  really  bare-bones.  There’s  a 
local  women-run  printer  here  in  New  Haven 
called  the  Advocate  Press  that  we  use.  It’s  20 
pages  printed  on  20  pound  paper  and  has  a 
glossy  cover.  The  issue  costs  $5,000-6,000  to 
print,  same  thing  with  the  postcards.  It’s  just 
card  stock.  We  wondered  if  we  should  get  the 
glossy  stock,  but  then  that’s  really  not  the 
point,  you  know? 

Wall,  you  always  writ#  something  In 
your  front  or  back  covers  to  your 
readers  telling  them  to  get  their  stuff 
out  there,  “to  express  themselves.’* 

So,  I  thought  I'd  get  some  Info  about 
the  mechanics  of  actually  doing  it. 

Yes,  mainly  what  I  want  people  to  do  is  get 
their  shit  out  in  any  medium  they  want  and 
by  any  means  possible.  [Public-relations 
tone]  Here  at  Giant  Ass  we  think  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  for  people  to  express 
themselves,  [laughs] 

Both  Stacey  and  I  have  had  the  battle  with 
the  creative  block  and  it’s  just  awful.  Most 


people  have  experienced  that  and  it’s  just  the 
pits,  especially  where  I  came  from  being  an 
active  drug  addict  and  alcoholic.  The  esteem 
thing  is  stifling,  I  was  stifling  myself  for 
years.  It’s  hell.  There’s  a  lot  of  peole  out 
there  and  no  one  thinks  they’re  good  enough, 
the  self-esteem  rate  is  way  down.  Especially 
among  gay  people;  especially  among  women, 
gay  and  straight.  I  want  to  say  to  people, 
“Look,  I  can  do  this  and  so  can  you.”  I  used 
to  think  I  sucked  and  I  did  it  anyway  and 
found  I  didn’t. 

And  It's  especially  Important,  If  you 
don’t  see  yourself  represented  some¬ 
where,  to  get  It  out.  Don't  wait  for 
someone  else  to  do  It  because  they 
probably  won’t.  There  are  so  few  “dif¬ 
ferent”  voices. 

People  can  be  so  charming,  they’re  all  dif¬ 
ferent  and  they’re  all  great.  Everyone  has 
their  own  energy  and  their  own  creativity.  I 
think  people  can  benefit  immensely  by  let¬ 
ting  these  parts  of  themselves  out  And  a  lit¬ 
tle  encouragement  can  go  a  long  way,  I  know 
it  did  with  me.  I  sent  Alison  Bechdel  some 
samples  of  my  work  long  before  I  decided  to 
put  out  the  book.  She  sent  me  back  the  most 
supportive  letter  and  it  helped  so  much,  it 
really  made  me  get  going  and  do  it 
I  was  going  to  aak  you  what  you 
thought  of  Alison  Bachdsl’s  work. 

She’s  great.  I  came  across  her  book  in  a 


store  by  accident.  I  didn’t  know  about  her 
before  then.  I  saw  the  cover,  Dykes  to  Watch 
Out  For  and  I  started  laughing  and  I  picked  it 
up.  I  think  her  writing  is  brilliant.  I  don’t 
think  anyone  comes  close  to  doing  quite  what 
she  does  depicting  that  particular  slice  of  life. 
I’ve  met  her,  seen  her  slide  shows.  I  don’t 
know  [/aug/is],  I  thinks  she’s  kind  of  the 
“wholesome  lesbian  cartoonist” 

I  notic#  It  says  on  tha  Inslds  cover  of 
your  book  that  Madonna  Is  your 
Circulation  Inspector  and  you  have 
drawings  of  her  In  your  book.  It's  obvi¬ 
ous  that  you  like  her  quite  a  bit.  Can 
you  name  some  other  people  who  are 
doing  stuff  that  you  like  and  think  is 
Important? 

There  are  famous  people  that  seem  acces¬ 
sible,  or  you  feel  like  they’re  real  people  and 
you  could  know  than.  I  think  that  Madonna 
seems  like  that,  even  though  she’s  so  “mega." 
I  think  that’s  why  I  like  her  so  much.  She  is 
what  she  is,  she’s  real.  I  love  real. 

No  ons  slas  comas  to  mind? 

Well,  no,  I  don’t  really  keep  a  mental  file. 
That's  a  hard  question. 

Wall,  I  guess  I'll  ask  you  If  you  havs 
any  parting  words  for  our  readers? 

The  main  thing  I  would  like  to  say  without 
out  sounding  too  cliche  or  too  “program”  is 
that  all  of  your  feelings  are  real  and  all  of 
your  feelings  are  valid  and  somewhere  out 
there  someone  else  is  feeling  them,  too.  I 
want  people  to  experience  and  enjoy  the  con¬ 
nectedness  that  it  gives  to  the  rest  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  I  get  a  lot  of  comradeship  out  of 
doing  this  and  for  a  drug  addict  who  lived, 
and  felt,  really  isolated  for  a  lot  of  years, 
that’s  really  important  to  me.  It’s  probably 
one  of  the  most  important  things  of  my  life 
because  I  don’t  ever  want  to  feel  that  alone 
again.  I  can  tell  by  the  letters  I  get  that  a  lot 
of  women  are  just  not  used  to  being  able  to 
share  these  feelings.  We’re  used  to  walking 
around  with  it  and  living  with  it  and  toughing 
it  No  one  has  to  be  alone.  □ 

You  can  get  your  very  own  one-year  sub¬ 
scription  (four  issues)  of  Hothead  Paisan  by 
sending  a  check  or  money  order  for  $10  to 
Giant  Ass  Publishing,  P.O.  Box  214,  New 
Haven,  CT  06502.  And,  like  it  says  on  the 
inside  cover  of  Issue  Two,  you  can  "buy  one 
for  a  friend,  send  one  to  a  straight  white  fam¬ 
ily  or  plant  it  in  the  TV  Guide  rack  at  your 
local  Stop  &  Puke."  Whatever  you  decide  to 
do,  don’t  pass  it  by. 
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The  Brattle  Theater 

40  Brattle  Street,  Harvard  Sq.,  Cambridge  •  876-6708 


Tuesday,  January  28: 

Homo  Promo  7:30,  Children's  Hour  8:30 

Tuesday,  February  4: 

Boys  in  the  Band  3:45  and  9:30, 

Homo  Promo  6:00,  Tea  &  Sympathy  7:15 

Tuesday,  February  11: 

Homo  Promo  7:30, 

Sunday,  Bloody  Sunday  8:30 


Admission  includes  Homo  Promo  and  that 
day's  feature.  5%  of  your  ticket  price  benefits 
Gay  Community  News. 


